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From the Director

From the Editor

For more than 130 years, the Southern Appalachians have
been perceived as a land apart from the mainstream of American
civilization. In consequence, its people have been the object of
missionary and philanthropic efforts ranging from the
establishmert of settlement schools and clinics to the declaration
of the War on Poverty and the creation of the Appalachian
Regional Commission in the 1960s.

Social activists of various persuasions have tuken up the
Appalachian cause as their own, prescribing solutions to
problems which have proven to be as complex and stubborn as
the people of Appalachia themselves. Sometimes the alliances
between concerned natives and enthusiastic newcomers to the
region have resulted in genuine improvements in the quality of
life. Inall too Mmany other cases. idealism has given away fo
frustration, bitterness and recrimination. Tension and contlict
between insiders and cutsiders, between fabor unionists and
industrialists, between advocates of cultural preservation and
partisans of radical social and economic reform. are still part of
the dialectic of the Appalachian Studies movement.

We have attempted to present in the magazine the complex,
stubborn realities which persist regardless of the shifting
priorities of policy makers, philanthropists and scholars.
Despite all that concerned insiders and outsiders have done to
ameliorate the region’s problems, a fegacy of shame, anger.
violence, deprecation and contentiousness, refuses to be
dispelled. Rather than ignore these uncomfortable realities, we
have tried to illuminate this history in a balanced manner,
recognizing that the values and beliets which shope our
perceptions largely determine the prescriptions through which
we attempt to bring the world as it is closer to our vision of how
we believe it ought to be.

During the past five vears, though there have been
frustrations. contlicts and setbacks along the way. the Center tor
Appalachian Studies and Services has grown from & promising
possibility into a dynamic. positive actuality. In July of this
year, the Tennessee Higher Education and the Tennessee Board
of Regents officially declared CASS an Accomplished Center of
Excellence. confirming the tact that we have succeeded in
tulltilling the various goals and objectives we have set tor
ourselves,

Over the next five years, we will continue to devote
ourselves to studying and documenting the social and cultural
history of this region in a variety of ways, including the
publication of this magazine. While we can’t guarantee that our
readers will always agree with the ideas we present, we do
promise that we will continue to explode stereotyped and
outmoded pereeptions of Appalachia and to showcase the work
of some of the region’s most talented writers and artists.

To continue doing this, we need your support. Indrviaaals
subscriptions to Now and Then are $7.50 for three issues per
year: $10.00 for institutional subscribers such as schools and
libraries. Larger gifts and donations will be greatly appreciated
and will help support the work of the CASS Fellowship
Program. Let us hear frony you soon. Best wishes for a happy
holiday season and a bountitul new year.

--Richurd Blaustemn

2/ Now and Then

In our summer issue, “Insiders/Outsiders.” we asked
people if they felt at home here.  Did Appalachia provide a
comtfortable niche or was it an alien world? What was it like to
be a Jewish Appalachian? An Italian Appalachian? Did those
whe e families had come here generations ago feel at home?
Some of the most interesting writing we have seen came into
our office on the issue.

We knew that once we brought up the subject. there was
going to be a lot to say.  We planned another issue to explore
the territory in a deeper and wider sense. to talk about the “in-
siderness™ or “outs’derness™ of the movements and institutions
that have become a part of Appalachian life.

A piece of the region’s recent history. the War on Pov-
erty. became the focal point for our "Perceptions and Prescrip-
tions issue. We talked to movers and shakers such as David
Whisnant and Loyal Jones. We also talked to a contemporary
missionary. Over the years, these people had come to appreciate
more and more the complexity of the problems facing Ap-
palachia. The region and its people are tied up for better or
worse with the Targer world's economics, culture and politics.
What they oftered us were some thoughtful discussions, But
unlike political candidates, the people we talked to didn’t have
any simple answers.

What we offer in these pages. then, are the words of some
thoughtful people who aren’t about to teli us what to do. They
will grant us that the problems are complicated. Also, we've
compiled some stories, poems, music and photos. These show a
nice range of perceptions—but our contributors would be guick
to tell us that there’s plenty more to consider. 3o we give you
the tip of an icebery —or (o use a more aptly Appalachian meta-
phor—i pebble in Watanga dam, a power line over one moun-
tain, one patch i the avilt. one blossom on the faurel.

~—Pat Arnow

The Hillbilly Vampire

Many people
are confused about hillbilly vampires.

They think
a hillbilly vampire should look like
George Jones in a cape
or Ricky Skaggs with fangs
or Lyle Lovett, period.

They think
the hillbilly part comes first—
the feeder, not the fed upon.

For they do not understand
that this
like just about everything else
is an outside industry
come down to the hills in the durk
for raw material.
—Amy Tipton Gray

Amy Tipton Gray teaches the History of Country music at Caldwell
Conmunity College in Hudson, N.C.
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From the Archives

Through the years people living in the Appalachian Moun-
tains have been perceived as “backward.” “haggard™ and
“gaunt”—worn down by years of poverty. Explanations of why
aregion rich in natural resources has lagged in economic
development have been as varied as the proposed soluiions i the
region’s problems. During the 1960s, in an atmosphere of social
change created by President John F. Kennedy's call for social
action and President Lyndon B. Johnson's War on Poverty,
many organizations were created to improve life in Appalachia.

One major group of records held by the Archives of Ap-
palachia. the Congress of Appalachian Development/Gordon
Ebersole Collection, documents the “perceptions™ and the
“prescriptions” for change advanced by the Congress and by
numerous other activist organizations. In a report sent to
Ebersole., Father Ralph W, Beiting described the conditions in
Eastern Kentucky:

“Destitution (a step below poverty) haunts every valley.
Unemployment and often unemployable men sit on too many
rickety porches whittling countless curls from cedar sticks.
Hunger strikes at tie majority of fantilies....Sickness, the natural
successor to hunger, is literally sucking the life out of a once
great people.™

In reactiva to this situation, Beiting's Christian Appalachian
Project purchased 400 acres of land to organize a series of
specialized farms which would operate as a cooperative. The
organization was also active in the development of community
facilities, scholarships for the youth and woodworking and/or
conerete products 2uerprises,

The collection also includes information on such zroups as
the Council of the Southern Moun:ains, the Appalachian Volun-
teers, the Commission on Religion in Appalachia and Highlander
Center.

The Archives also holds papers of two individuals active in
the Congress of Appalachian Development and other self-help
organizations. Paul J. Kautfman served as a state senator in West
Virginia and executive director of the Appalachian Tescarch and
Detense Fund. Ir.cluded in his papers are speeches refating to
conditions in West Virginia, proposals for the tfuture of the
region and legal documents from cases involving the Congress,

The Richard C. Austin Paper: consist of a manuscript which
chronicles the creation and demise ot the Congress for Apnala-
chian Development. Austin was the director of the West
Virginia Mountain Project, United Presbyterian Church in the
United States of Americe.

The Model Vallev Corporation Collection contains informa-
tion on the corporation’s efforts to impre - housing, education
and job opportunities for people living in portions of Claiborne
and Campbell Counties, Tenn., and Bell and Whitley Countices,
Ky.

Another collection, Human Economic Appalachian Devel-
opment Corporatton (HEAD), includes publicity materials about
special projects and descriptions of the structure of the corpora-
tion.

The First Tennessee-Virgmia Development District Records
contain minutes, adnimistrative files and publications from 1965
to 1980, This orgunization promoted cooperation among local
governmnents, gathered research data on commumities, coordi-
nated federal assistance programs, and encouraged regional
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planning in Upper East Tennessee and Southwest Vitginia,

The records of the Council on Appalachian Women reflect
the organization's concern for the needs of women in education
and social services as well as its efforts to document women's
issues. The records include information or: battered women,
abortion, legal rights, health care, education, day care and
employment.

The Archives ¢f Appelachia seeks to collect and preserve
records pertaining to the political, social, economic and cultural
development of the Southern mour: tins. Of special interest to
us are those grassroots and self-help organizations v-hich have
labored long and hard for the betterment of life iri the Appala-
chian Mountains. For more infarmation about our collections or
the donation of manuscripts contact Archives ot Appalachia,
Box 22.450A. East Tennessee State University, Johnson City,
Tennessee 37614, telephone (615) 929-4338.

~—Norma Myers Thomas and
Marie Tedesco

From the Museum

Perhaps those of us who have lived in this region since birth
have more clearly defined prescriptions than those who have
moved in from other places.  Each of us has his or her own
particular history, and our perceptions are colored uniqguely.

Since joining the staft of the Carroll Reece Museum almost
16 years ago, my perceptions of the region have shifted
dramatically. I have the unigue position of putting some of my
prescriptions into action. It has been i joy 1o move an entire
program, the appearance of the facility, a group of people. to
effect changes which one’s dreams have fashioned. Fortunately,
the Reece statf perceives and prescribes much as § do and our
“machine™ hums along in a well-oiled manner.

Perhaps Dr. C.C. Sherrad perceived a museum on the
campus of East Tennessee State Teacher’s College as a
prescription, not only for the students earolled, but also for the
teachers of the region. During his presidency. and through his
tireless eftorts, the college birthed what would become the
Carroll Reece Museum.,

Since its inception in 1931, many of the contributors to the
Reece collections have seen their contributions as movements to
greserve their heritages: and so they do.

Our patrons are continually rediscovering the Reece gold
mine and. through their presence and their comments, energize
our creativity, our imagination and our enthusiasm. Our statf
takes on the role of the missionary, the explorer, the revivalist,
not only to those who reach eut for our services but to each other
as well.

The cultural strength of any region becomes i vital weapon
in the war on poverty, a crucial instrument to both medical and
mental health and an essential tool to higner education, it is one
that has been recognized throughout the history of the iastitution
and receives the tull support of this university.

Dr. Sherrod surely realized that his museum would survive
and grow and Fecome a fundamental nar of this region. He was
a vistonary who would be proud. as we are. of what we have
become,

—Helen Roseberry

Now and Then/ 3



The COllI’lCii of the Southern Mountains
and the Wai’ on Poverty

While doing research for i recently
prebiished book abowt a center of moun-
tain activisn. tHighl-nder, No Ordinery
School. publishied by University Press of
Kentuchy and reviewed on page 33 0,
dohn Glen vealized that no one had ev-
plored the impact of the War on Poverty
on Appalachia in the 1900 He tound

this recent lnxtory an important and inter-

exting suhject, e set abont ookt Do
it "The Comncil and the War™ i his
first foray.

John Glen

m social, educational or religious work m
the arca. Forncarly 40 vears it fune-
tioned as i foosely -organized group of
richd workers, business and protessionil
people. ministers, philanthropasts wnd rep-
resentittives of charch mission boards,
settfement schools and private colleges.

It held annual conferences, sponsored the
magazine Mountain Life & Work, worked
with benevolent organizations to distrib-
ute gifts and services to the poorand cre-
ated o number of commissions in such ar-

cis s health, education, recreation,
vouth, and spiritual tite.

The Council remuained sosmall, finan-
cially -strapped orgamization run by a
handful of part-time stad? members until
Pertey B0 Aser became executive seere-
tary in 19SE Averoa rural sociotogisl
from New Hampshire who taught a
Berea College, was convineed that the
Councit could best meet the needs of
Southern Appabachia by maintaining a
strict neatrality . avoiding any identifica-

On a grim Decentber morn-
ing i 1965, BEdwin 1 Satford of
the Council of the Soathern
Mountains was heading north-
wost on Rouate 18 from
Whitesburg, Ky Asvhe diove
through the fog on the twisting,
stippery road, he wondered if
his journey was “anallegons of :
the cotirse of conmunity action
in feteher County.™ Like the
progrint, the road seemied to be
“wowriining ribbon™ which
“wrigeles seeminghy oniis own
aceord.”

The Wi on Poverty in Ap-
palachio often stirred such senii-
me s, Indeed, the antipoverty
campaign ol the 19608 enlarzed.
transtomed and eventeathy
overwhetnied the Counail ol the
Southern Mountins, feaving i
1N Wik troubhing questions
about the possibifities and prob-
lems of reform in the region.

Fhe orgmal purpose ot the
Couancil, estabdished i 1913 as
the Conterence of Southern
Mountamn Workers, was to pro-
mote the exchange ofdeas and

micthods among those engaged

The Papers and the War

This article from the New York Times October 20, 1963, reportedly helped persuade Dresident Joim F.

Kennedy to inchdde antipoverty measures in his riew legislative program..

Kentucky Miners:

A Grim Winter

Foverty, Squalor and
idleness Prevaii in
Mountain Area

3y Fiomer Bigart
Specins to The New York Times

WHITESBURG, Ky.. —In the
Cumberland Mountains of
Eaatern Kentucky, tens of
thousands of unemployed coal
miiners and subsistence farmers
face another winter of idleness
and grinding poverty.,

This egion was an early
victim of automation. Keplaced
by machines, the miners can
find no work, The re forced to
live on Governmc1. handouts.

Escape to the cities is not
easy, for the average miner has
ne skill for other jobs. He is
deficient in education. His
native clannishness mukes
adjustment to urban life
painfully difficult.

So the mouriains have
hecome a vast ghetto of
unemployables... The few

tourists who venture into the
area seldom see the pinched
faces of hungry children, the
filth and squalor of cabins, the
unpainted shacks that still serve
as schoolhouses. These dramatic
manifestations of want and
government neglect are usually
tucked away in narrow valleys,
the “hollows," off the main road.

“Sociologists say the welfare
system seems deliberately calcu-
lated to corrode morale and
hasten degeneracy.

“The present system has en-
couraged tlie break-up of fami-
lies,” arccrding to Harry M.
Caudill, Whitesburg lawver,
whose book, Night Comes to the
Cumberlands, has heen hailed by
critics as a definitive study of the
region...

No matter how hungry his
wife and chiidren may be, an
able-bodied nian cannot get on
the relief rulls, Mr. Caudill
explained. In desperation, the
man deserts his famiiy so they
can yualify for relief check. and
get flood.

Mr. Caudill believes only a

vast Federal power project
similar to the Tennessee Valley
Authority, will end poverty.

He stresses the need for
Federal control hecause he
fears the continued growth of
local political dynasties.

“The massive doling out of
Federal welfare money has
financed, and now sustains, a
dozen or more crafty, amoral,
nmerciless and highly effective
countywide political machines,”
he told a recent meeting of the
Council of the Southern Moun-
tains, a philanthropic organiza-
tion that is undertaking a drive
against illiteracy in the moun-
tains.

“They thrive on the
present economic malaise and
are powerful because the people
are helpless.

“The continuance of their
influence hinges on the bloated
welfare program, and they will
oppose by every available
means any effort to restore the
people to productivity and self-
reliance.”
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and uneducated; aftfluent and satisfied as
wellas the »oor™

What the Council statt and Appala-
chian Volunteers encountered in the
counties where they worked, howewer,
raised serious questions about the Coun-
cil’s partnership ideal and the War on

tion with a particular political position.
The Council could then serve as a forum
in which different interests would ham-
mer out @ reform strategy based upon a
consensus of opinion in the region.
Giuided by this “partnership™ ideal, Ayer
built the Council into perhaps the most

well-hknown and influential 3 Povertyitselt| par-

voice in the southern E ticularly its well-

mountains in the carly D publicized "mani-

19608, the umbreila group g mum feasible par-
]

ticipation™ of the
poor in Community
Action Programs.
There were some
SIS G progress:
road and school im-
provement projects
in Whitley County,
Ky.. community cen-
ters providing health,
education and other
services in MeDow -
et County . WV a comprehensive sur-
vy of poverts i home repair program
and a campaign for hot lunches for
schoolchildren in Mingo County, W.Va,
But ficld reports in 1965 and 1966 in-
creasingly suggested. as Council staff
member Tonm Davis wrote, that while
Appalachian residents and reformers
were seeing the problems more sharply
than ever betore,
much farther away ™

One ciase where “mavimum feasible
participation” of the poor never got off
the ground was in Perry County, Ky. Ina

for what one Council board
member called w neat
contederation of liberal re-
gional leadership.™

This picture of orderly
reform changed dramati-
cally after President
Lyndor 3. Johnson do-
clared war on poverty in
the spring of 1964, Fed-
cral olfictals befies ed that
the Counctl's reputition
and connections could Fe used 1o tacili-
rate communication between the Office of
Economic Opportunity (OO, the
ageney created o administer the overall
anuposerty campaign, and local Commu-
nity Action Programs, which would assist
restdents inosignna, and carrying out
mitiatives in Appalachin. Withm o
veirs after the passage ot the Economic
Opportunity Act of 1964 the Council had
Lrown to an organization with more than
40 tull-time statt members with an annual
budget of over ST aution.

Council progrims expanded rapidly .
Fhe most publicized progrium was the
Appalachian Volunteers. The volunteers
nts who returbished

President Lyndon B. Johnson
visiting Tom Fletcher in Inez. Ky..
in 1964, It was here that Johnson
launched the War on Poverty.,

Keprinted with permission from The C

“the solutions seemn

were college study
Fastern Kentuchs s one
schoolhouses and qnded curreutum, reg
techion and fibrary enrichment et forts.
The Council’s Community Action Tech-
menins tanned across the mountams o

dbd W o-room

orginize and advise Community Action

A Talent Bank recrunted mddi-
vidaals for placement i Commumiy Ac-
ton Programs, hospitals, schools and

Agencies.

Berea College Archives.

ather imstitations

The Counal also developed an on-
the job traming proyram tor the U.S. De-
partment ot Tabor and iy onentation ses-
stons for Volunteers n Seivice to Amer-
e EVISTAL A waly eftective War on
Povers m Appalachin Aver asserted.
should retiect the Counail’s “partnership
methodolgs which involves all seemenis
ot society s pubhic and private: donmant
and dependent: educated. undereducated.

Perley Ayer recruiting students for
Berea College in the 1950,
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Loyal Jones
and the
Council

Pat Arnow

Loyal Jones, who directed the
Council of the Southern Mountains
thro:'gh its most tumultuous years,
agreed to talk about those times. After
reading a draft of John Glen’s article,
he spoke on the phone to me from his
home in Berea, Ky. Since 1970, when
he left the Council, Jones has been di-
recting the Appalachian Center at
Berea College. Last year he was
elected president of the Appalachian
Studies Association.

First he wanted to make it clear
that Perley Ayer was not “strictly
neutral’':

L objected o that particilar term.
Perley was known here us a person of
great moral courage. When he worked

tor Berea College, he ways alwavy

raising issues in the faculiy about
Berea's service to
disadvantaged people. He was always
recruiting students that he said ruly
needed an education, areuing on their
hehalf, and that educational institutions
tended to want o find students who
already had an education and 1ake them
rather than the ones that truly needed ir.
Fthink he was a person from
anotiaer erd who believed in lman
development and human potential . that
by getting « wide diversity of people
together and thrashing out probleni
you cordd arrive ar a beuer solution,
That was lis approach o things. rather
than the confrontational approach that
grew o popularity during the 60y and
705,
Q: How did you first learn of the
Council?
At T was a student at Berea College
Srom 1950 10 1954, and the Council v .y
Just a weak hitle organization. Of
cowrse it had been coino sinee 19 ad
13, Perley Aver had e here in 1947
to reach ar Berea College. They had
more or less expected him to bury the
Council, which had seemed 1o tive
bexond the missionary era that had
spawned it Perley way a vigorouy
worker, and inspiring. and he could he

Now and Then/ S
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From the Louisville Courier-Journal
editorial page March 19, 1964,
Volunteers are a Bargain
‘Dollars or in People

For collegians, weekends are usu--
ally time for relaxing. But during the
past winter hundreds of Kentucky
college people have been putting their
weekends to extraordinary use, taking
part in an organization called Appala-
chian Volunteers. The volunteers are a
sort of amateur, part-time, unpaid do-
mestic Peace Corps. They operate, on
their off days, in the more depresssed
counties of Eastern Kentucky, helping to
rebuild and improve homes and school
buildings. And they are by any standard
a tremendous success.

Indeed, everyone who watches the
students in action is impresssed by four
aspecta of their operation: The gratitude
of the people helped, the students’ feeling
of satisfaction and their desire to return,
the tremendous amount of work done pen
dollar spent, and the ease with which thej
Volunteers could be fitted into a domestid
Peace Corps if and when one is organized
to help in President Johnson's war on
poverty...

Excerpt used by permission.

report to the Council the Community Ac-
tion Program director admitted that he
“failed to see the necessity, at first, of es-

tablishing a link between the poor and our

staft and other local resources.”

Even when the director became con-
vinced of the necessity of involving the
poor, his attempts to do so were ineftec-
tual at best. Poor people. if they were in-
volved in the Community Action Pro-
gram at all. were merely tokens. Counvil
statter Earl M. Redwine attended three
community meetings and saw “tolks from
the hollows™ at only one of them. A far
as he could see. *Noattempt was made to
draw thenm into the process of the com-
munity decision making.” When ques-
tioned about this lack of participation,
county leaders replied. according to Red-
wine’s report, that the poor “aren’t inter-
ested, they're Tazy, or not snart enough,
or don’t know what’s best for them-
selves,”

According to Redwine, the poor
weren't uninterested, lazy or dimwitted.
They were disillusioned. When the Com-
munity Action Program failed to produce
any tangible results. community groups
lost interest. To many Perry Countians,
the Wir on Poverty hae wimply become

Q »/ Now and Then
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what Redwine termed “the Christmas
basket-for-the-poor charity worker's
paradise.”

Even in those arcas where the poor
became part of the decision-making proc-
ess, the broad-based coalition envisioned
by policy makers still didn’t quite work.
For example, in Mingo County, W. Va,,
as the number of blacks and poor people
clected to the board of directors of the
Economic Opportunity Commission
grew, the participation of the “middle
class representatives of public service or-
ganizations and professions™ declined.
Council stafter Saftford doubted that the
poor were fercing the rich oft the board.
“Rather, | think the rich don’t choose to
make the effort to sit down with the
poor.”

Council statt members held OEO wt
[eust partly responsible tor these short-
comings. All too often, they reported. lo-
cal Community Action Agencies were
preoccupied with meeting OEQO proce-
dures tor receiving federal grants instead
of organizing communities or exploring
possible solutions to poverty. "1 know
it’s impossible for anyone on your statt to
shed the mantle ot being the man with the
money.” the Council’s Alian Zuckermin
told Juck Ciaccio, OEO s district supervi-
sor of Commuunity Action Programs in
Kentuchy and West Virginia, Still, Zuck-
erman said, "it would be far better™ it
someone from the ageney came to a
mieeting in Appalachia “and listened to
what the people were saying rather than
coming in with preconeeived notions and
forcing them to come to what he teels is
right.”

Council workers also found it difti-
cult to square OEO’s approach to com-
munity action-—and the Council’s role in
implementing it—with the irceconcilable
nature of many local conflicts. Forex-
ample, in Hancock County. Tenn., com-
munity action was virtually stymied by an
itense rivalry within the dominant local
Republican party. The Community
Action Program director was the son of
the feader ot one taction, and neither he
nor the head of the other taction, the local
school superintendent. would work to-
gether on any project. “Almost anything
that one side rries to do in this county will
automitically be fought by the other
side.” the director told Tom Davis, “This
you can count on.”

Juck Ciaccio of the OEO achnow |-
cdged that Community Action Ageneies

Loyal Jones

very persuasive. He weni around and
got people interested in it again. The
Council was publishing Mountain Life
and Work out of the main adriinistra-
tive hall here at Berea.

Q: How did you get involved with the
Council yourself?

A: [ spent a great deal of time in the
Mountain Room reading. I was always
interested in the mountains. I came
from the mountains of North Carolina.
I read a lot of Mountain Life and
Work ana got acquainted with Perley
Aver. He was then teaching ugricul-
ture in the foundation school, which
was a high school. Later on, when |
graduated, he came and said, "How
would you like to be a roving ambassa-
dor for the Council, selling subscrip-
tions to Mountain Life and Work and
memberships in the Council®”" But |
got drafted so 1 went off to the Army. It
was a good many years later | got out
of the Army and went to graduate
school at the University of North
Carolina and got a teacher's certifi-
cate. I was teaching school in Jeffer-
son County, Ky.. and Perley came by to
see me and said he was going to take a
leave of absence to study rural sociol-
ogv at Ohio State. and he  ded
somebaody to run the Council for a
vear. That was in '58. I had intended
to be a schoolteacher. But I moved to
Berea and did that for a year, and
when he came back he said, "I'd like
you to stav on.” He was the executive
director «nd | became the associate
executive director.

There was this little staff that
grew. We got some money from the
Ford Foundation even before the War
on Poverty to do some things on
education. We had a health worker.

We had an economic development
advisor. Then we got the manpower
development program, working on
getting job training. We worked with
Iron Mountain Stoneware to hire und
train their workers.

1t didn’t grow much until the early
1960s. When the War on Poverty came
in 1965, it blossomed all at once.

Then the whole political climate
changed from one of cooperation to
one more interested in confronting an
establishment that wasn't doing a very
good job of running schools or welfare.
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Council of the Southern Mountaims Records. Southern

Appalachian Archuves. Berea College.

were often governed by representatives of

public and private agencies whose re-
sources were needed for fledgling anti-
poverty programs but whose interests
were “identical with the power structure™
or controlled by it. Thus if the War on
Poverty was to be more than “just a series
of political plums tor the local power
structures.” the poor would have to be
mobilized to “protest—long and lowd—
about the lousy job that is being done.”

Such a policy was impossible in a
place like Kentucky's Letcher County,
Edwin Safford replied. By insisting on
the involvement of locally powerful
groups, OEO had “literally run interfer-
ence for the very interests that would
stifle a truly spontancous Community Ac-
tion Program.” Tt was at best politically
naive to assume that ereating a broadly-
based Community Action Program would
crase “age-old rifts” and pull together
“people who have angrily opposed cach
other for years.”

By carly 1966, Safford pointed out,
community action in Appalachia was al-
ready a battlefield “littered with the re-
mains of grandiose schemes™ amought up
by government planners who were en-
chanted with terms like “coordination™
and "mobilization of resources™ and
sought to apply them to a region where
coordination was “no more casily come
by than it is in Washington, and where
mobilization of resources means hiring
your relatives."”

S -~

Council of the Southern Mountains staff in the mid-1960s, First row (l. tor.):

¥

Clearly the War on Poverty had ex-
posed deep-seated problems that could
not be easily resolved through the Coun-
cil's traditional emphasis on cooperation
and non-controversial service. Tensions
within the Council increased as staft
members and Appalachian Volunteers ar-
gued that Appalachian communities, and
especially the poor. must be organized to
pursue their own needs and challenge the
power of established institutions and
groups. The first of several confronta-
tions over this issue erupted in 1966, Per-
ley Ayer demanded that the Appalachian
Volunteers give their primary allegiance
to the Council and its partnership ap-
proach. The volunteers refused, resigned
as a body under the leadership of Milton
Ogle. and formed a new organization in-
dependent of the Council.

The Appalachian Volunteers went on
to spearhead a number of aggressive and
highly successful community oreanizing
campaigns in the coal counties of Ken-
tuchy. Virginia and West Virginia, In the
Mountain State’s Raleigh County. for ex-
ample, the young volunteers engineered a
reorganization of the Commurity Action
Program by packing its monthly meetings
with more than 200 poor people who
clected a new staft and board of directors
and formed commitiees to work on edu-
cation, health, road. witer and other local
problems. "The spirit of Community Ac-
tion was stirring in their veins,” pro-
claimed Chester Workman, the new

Milton Ogle. Eleanor Ball, Verdelle Vaughn, Martha Ahaey, Loval Jones, P.F.
Aver. Ann Pollard, Bill Suters, Dorothy Crandall, Mace Crandall. 2nd row: Isaac
Vanderpool, Wanda Farley, Vivian Fish, Tom Parrish, lim Templeton, Ann
Floyd, Naney Graham, Judy Trout, Nine Worley. 3rd row: Dave Lollis, Gibbs
Kinderman, Sylvia Farte, Tom Rodenbaugh, Jim Blair, Jean Moister. H. L.
Holmes, Sue Giffin, Maureen Stoy, 4th row: Julian Mosley, JH.T. Sutherland,
McArthur Watts, Roselea Johnston, Doroths Haddix, Diana Bayne, Pauline

Smith, Jane Harold.
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Loyal Jones

Perley Ayer was getting along in
years. Me also was, in part of those
years, debilitated by this disease which
eventually killed him. There came all
kinds of conflicts. On the part of the
young and new staff there was the
desire to move Perley uff, and there
were some talks about having the
board retire Per.ey. Some of us felt
that was going too far. Part of the
staff. I included, supported Perley in
separating the Appalachian Volunteers
from the Council. The Appalachian
Volunteers' method of operution was so
different from the philosophical
direction of the Council that they really
ought to have been on their own. But
OEO did not want them on their own.
They wanted the stability of *his 0’4
organization. OEO was largely
responsible for the acrimoniousness.

A lot of us were not necessarily
100 percent in agreement with Perley
Aver's views of things. But there were
some personal loyalties involved, and |
think we could see some limitations in
the way the younger staff could go
about reshaping the system. 1he
government is not long going to
support an insurrection againsi it.

What the Appalachian Volunteers
were doing in West Virginia—bringing
pressure to school hoards, prinvipals
and superintenderits to do a better job,
Orgunizing dgainst strip mining—these
things were justified, I think. Whether
or not they were politic dly wise in the
wday they went about it is aiiother
gueestion, bur there was no question that
these were idealistic voung people.

There was lots of local support for
the Appalachian Volunteers amorg the
poor people, the people who had
suffered under that government. Of
course there were a lot of people at the
county seat level who were greatiy
opposed. and some communiiy people
who had a vested interest. Governor
Smith of West Virginia really went all
cutt to get the money cut off.

Muany of the young poverty fighters
tended 1o be doing this as 4 one or two
vear comnutment before they went to
eraduate school or went back 1o their
papa’s buxiness. They sometimes got
things stivred up and then weren't there
to help work it out.

Pwoudd hasten 1o sav a lot of those
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president of the agency. "They wanted
action, and action they got.”

But the volunteers would come under
fire from county and state officials in
Kentuchy and West Virginia for their in-
volvement in controversies over sirip
mining. political corruption and traudu-
fent welfure practives: the attacks aggra-
vated faternal differenees over strategies

an advocate for people who need help.”
He seemed more aware than Ayer had
been that the Council had not done
cnough to attract the poor and working
people. and be was more open to the idea
that “protest serves i uselful purpose in
calhng attention to long-standing injus-
tives.™ Yet he retained he predecessor’s
commitment to the parmeship ideal: At
some point, we

The Papers . ..

must come {o-
gether as a group

WASHINGTON (AP)—-More
than 300 antipoverty workers
whe came to Washingten at
their own expense to talk with
federal officials abovt Appala-
chisn programs wound up in a
gripe session.

The workers, from
Kentucky, West Virginia, Ten-
nessee and Virginia, charged
that federal funds are being
mishandled at the local level.

Hobart Grills, Evarts, Ky.,
like most of those who spoke at

From The Lexington Leader, Lexington, Ky., August 23, 1966.
Funds Being Misused.
Antipoverty Woikers Tell Federal Officials

the evening session, said the
Appalachian programs are
basically good, but added:

“The AV's (Appalachian Vol-
unteers) and the VISTAs have
been the first ones to do
anything for us. But even they
have problems. They're sent in
like soldiers without weapons.

“What the federal govern-
ment does is to give all the
money to the enemy—those
courthouse pcliticians.”

Used by permission.

of human beings
who alf sutter and
who all want
things to be difter-
ent, tfweare to
bring about a ~oc1-
ety in which we all
wantto hvel”
Even with
Jones as director, it
wis becoming less
and tess possible
for the Counc:l to
accommodite both
conflict and con-

and objectives. The group eventually tost
their Federal support and ceased opera-
tions in 1971,

The departure of the Appalachian
Volunteers and the mereasinghy critical
view of st members toward the anti-
poverty campaign placed the Council in
precarious position. Sonie members
drifted away, impatient with the Coun-
cib's refusal to contront the basie -juies-
tons about the sources of poverty 1n Ap-
palachia and the Johnson Administra-
tion's escadating involvement m the war
in Vietnam at *he expense of the War on
Poverty.

Other members, such as Counctl
president Phitip H. Young. tried to reform
the Council from within, Young, along
with & numbcer of poard and staft men-
bers, realized that the cancerns of the
Council had changed but Perley Aser had
nat. ““The time has come 1o consider new
avenues of operatton.” Young contended,
and i fate 19660, the executiv e committee
created a new position for Aver that re-
lieved him of administrative daties and
named Fosal Jones as executive director.

Jones, a North Carolina native and
Berea College graduate who had been a
tutl-time statt member sinee 195K, recog-
nized the need to make the Council a
more “iclusive” organization acting Cas

\‘l
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sensus. Young
people and poor people’s groups wanted
gieater representation on the board of di-
rectors and more specific, concerted -
tion. Dehates al annual conferences in-
tensified.

In 1967, Gordon Ehersole of the
Congress for Appalachian Desclopment
called on the Council to adopt a resotu-
tion askhing privite power companios to
change voluntarity mto non-profit corpo-
rations. The Counctl did not act on the
resolution, feazing that such political ad-
vocaey would threaten its tav-exempt
status, Butin 196X the Council voted o
“endorse and support™ the Poor People’s
Campaign sponsored by the Southern
Christian Lea fership Conference. This
led board member Oliver Terriberry to
charge that the Counctl was sanctionimg
the activitios ol a group whose approach
bordered on “cocrcion, intimidaticn, and
i some instances, almostanarchy

The pressares thiat had been building
stiice the beginning of the War on Pos -
erty tinathy botfed over m 1969, Nearly a
thousand people from over i dozen states
cane to the Council's anmual conference
at Fontana Lake, NoCoom Apnld 1909 AL-
ter passing a hotly -contested resolution to
dlow evervone attendmg the Counail's
business meetings to vote, whether or not
they were paed menibers, conterence par-

—_

Loyl Jones

people did stay i:1 the mountains. Then
there were a lot who were local. One
of the things | was interested in when |
was director of the Cauncil was to try
10 halance the staff. | wrird to have
mavhe half native bora. and since there
were so many young idealistic people
Sfrom everywhere, well-educated.
certainly wanting to do things. we hired
probably about SO percent from else-
where. I think it made a nice mix.

I do muintain the the Council way
one fo the most democratie organiza-
tions in the country along around 1967,
08,69, There was this concerted
effort to broaden its fuce and include
community people and poor people.

Butl tr...Lto get the board to
decide what it was the Council was
supposed to be. I was unable to do that
because the board was divided. 1
decided to quit.

Q: How were the times different than
they are now?

At Tt was anera of zeal. People weire
trving to do something about the prob-
lems in this country, 1t was a wonder-
Sul time in many ways. Evervhody felt
prety heady about finally being able to
do something about these problems.
We didn't do all that should have been
done but I think a lot of advances were
made.

Aot of local people were awak-
ened to the possinilities. They still are
working. all these community groups.,
people who know how to go down to
the state capital and get some action
when the local officials won't pay much
attention to them . The War on Poverty
did a whole lot of good in the way of
opening up possiblities.

We've had these great periods of
missionary zeal. We've sent missionar -
ies over the world and put them into the
Southern mountainy ar. ' put them on
Indian reservations. These people were
on jire to do good. Sometimes they
may have done as much harn as they
did good, but there was that desire to
help, and that was very wholesome and
Lood. Hospitals and clinies were
founded. That whole era after the Civil
War. the first part of the 20th century,
literally lundreds of setticment schools
and religions schools and hospitals
were founded down here because
Christan peeple elsewhere thought.




ticipants voted to establish new comniis-
sions on Black Appalachians, Poor
People™ Sclf-Help, Aging and Natural

Kesources,

They then adopted a
new ses of by faws pro-
viding that Counceil board
members would be
clected directly by the
commiasions and thit

scinded at the Council’s 1970 mecting at
Lahe Junalusha, N.C. By this ime the
pissage of militant resolutions calling for

community control of OEQ programs, the

I The ngers . e

From the Louisvilie Courter-
Journal, September 3, 1967. .

abolition of strip mining
and “an economic analy -
sis that details who
‘owns Appalachia’™ was
hardly surprising, And
lute in the afternoon on

Loyal Jones

“we've just got to do something about
the less fortunate.”

These feelings ebb and flow. Most
of us grow faint and get cynical. and
say it doesn’t make mueh difference.
But 1 think we're on the verge of
another liheral swing.

Q: It would be diffic it to get people

within three vears 81 per- Poverty 811 Old Story the final day of the con- so involved like that new, wouldn’t it?
cent of the board would to Mountain Council ference, after most par- A The Appalachian Studies Confer-
be representatives of the by Kyle Vance ticipants had left. the ence does this to some extent. Ir's

poor. Several explicitly
political resolutions aise
passed. demanding
among other things i
guranteed annual in-
come. an immediate widh-
drawal of U.S. troops
from Vietnam and the re-
channeling of military
spending into domestic
programs. particularly in
Appalachia,

“Some foree ey
ploded the Council of the
Southern Mountains,”
hoard members Charles
Counts mused. and |
wonder how the pieces
can be gathered.” Mem-
bers Tike Philip Young
bravely welcomed ihe
“lresh opportunity to deal
with old problemy™ and

cheered the “new look™ of

the Council- *Who siis
VOU G’ put new wine in
old bottles NMales Hor-
ton of the Highlander Re-
saareh and Education
Center exulted.

But others like tor-

Berea, Ky.,~~...the Couneil of
the Southern Mountains’ open-
door policies sometimes subject
it to angry criticism. An ex-
pression of policy stutes that it
“rejects no group simply
because that group has critics.”
As a result, the talent bank
and other programs have
brought into the mountaius a
few of what (Loyal) Jones
describes as “real characters.”
They include leftists with
strong views against how
things are run in Washington.

Paul Goodman, New York
author and self-styled anar-
chist, was the council’s key
speaker at the recent Knoxville
conference. Among other
things, he called for support of
draft-card burners, and
damned the Great Society as
the “worst society.”

“We like to have: the
thoughts of all,” sa1d director
Loyal Jones. “We took a lot of
flak from the Goodman talk,
but you will have to agree that
we let Bill Sturgill deiend strip
mining on the same program.”

William P. Sturgill ir
head of Kentucky River Coal
Sales, Hazard, Ky., one of the
larger strip-mine operations...

Used by permission.

Youth Commission or-
chestrated the adopiion
of & resolution that made
the “defined operational
goal” of the Counci! the
“democratic public con-
trol of Appalachii’s
natural resources, basie
energy development and
transportation.”

R. Buldwin 1lovd of
the Council’s board svm-
pathetically explained
that the Youth Commis-
ston wanted the resolu-
tion to be regarded as an
“educational tool™ to
stimulate serous discus-
sion amaoi £ ouncil
members about “the eco-
nomic needs wand prob-
lems that face Ap-
plachia.™ Llovd con-
ceded. however. thiu
many members saw the
resolution as a policy de-
ciston foramyg the Coun-
il to tahe a soctalistice,
I notesven a communis:
tic, stand.™ More resig-
nations followed.

nier Counctl presudent Donald R. Fessder
saw the Fontana meetmg as a conspindto-
nal “taheover,” and West Virgmia Uni
versity provost Robert B Munn con
demned the actions of “those who view
reason, moderation and good Ll with
contempl.” Fearmg the loss of both
members and financral support, the board
made Counatl membershin open to any -
ane who subseribed to s purposes ad
who eithes participated m o contributed
to its work, but limited voting privileges
atannual conterences 1o those who were
registered as members forat feast 30 davs
prion to the mecting.

This decrsion was promptly re-

The net effect oof the Fontana and
Fake Junalusha mectngs was to make 1t
cxtremely dithealt netonly o mamtan
the Council as an organization but to pre-
serve whatever role isall had mea rpidly
detenorating Waron Poverts. “The Nivon
Adminstration took a decideds cool atu-
tude towara e mtipoverts progrim, and
OFRO channeled Appafachian antipoverty
erunts through privade busimesses, poline
cal establishments, and consulimg firms
rather thine groups ike the Councl.

I May 1970 Loval Tones presented
the board of comnussioner s with what he
consdered to be three erses™ tacig the
Councds o fack of money, acontlict over

moxstly an organization of scholarly
Jolks from aniversities. Here again you
have an esteblishn:ent organization
trying to reach out to other people. and
that’ s not always entively successful.
The whole business of getting groups
together ¢ o discuss problems. 1o do
hetter by someone else, has its limita-
tions. People are not going 1o give up
very much poswer if they are in control
of things—just us the federal govern-
ment in the War on Poverty was not
willing to allow people 1o go too far, as
with the case of the Appalachian Vol-
unteers. The volunteers upset things
prety well, and their funds were cut
off.

Q: The Council seems to have been in
a decline through the '70s and '80s,
A IV s apity. The people who took
over the Council had uceess o money
and a modicum of power, but so much
depends on people” s perceptions. 1
“hink in those years. people ar the new
Council alienated some of the people
who had been giving, as if they were
bael people just because they had
money 1o give.

There've been wonderful people at
the Council during these vears. | know
thex want to do a lot of things. and they
have done a lot of things in mine safety.
bringing suits, sprip mining. welfare
rights. citizen’s groups, citizens for
social ¢4 economic justice. groups
they had organized. But unfortunaiely,
the foundations. even those liberal
Joundations. are just as fickle as they
can he.

The IFord Foundation was quite
interested in supporting this great
commissien stricture of the Council
until the year that the Council jell
apart. 1 thik iof we had had funds to
support that, we would have had u
hetter chance of holding it together .
doing something useful, but the Ford

Now and Then
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management principles and a confusion
about purpose and direction. Should it be
“a council of persons of diverse view-
points and economic strati, or a single-
purpose or limited-purpose organization
reflecting i single ideological viewpoint
and a4 membership limited to those who
support the purpose and viewpoint that
have been established?™ Jones ashed.
When the board deferred any definite de-
cision on the Council’s future, Jones re-
signed, ereating what was widely seen as
a fourth crisis for the Counctl.

For the neat few years, the Counctl
struggled to reconstruet an organization
that rerlected its radical transformation,

It swas soon apparent that parsing the
strategies and deals of the Tate T90US
through @ decentralized structure without
any significant sources of financial back-
ing wirs avers formidable tisk,

Following fones's resignation the Council
board armed a temporary trivmsarate
composed of a new executive director.,
Warren Wright, and two staft members.
Jultan Griggs and Issac Vanderpool.
Wright, a Fetcher County farmer and
self-educated miinister who had seen his
Land ravaged by corporate strip nining.
envisioned i Council of independent
commissions through wiich Appatachian
people could end the region’s colonial
status and assert control over its polities,
weltiare programe, educational sysiem and
s strueture.

Implementing these plans was an
other matter. OEO Tunds had disap-
peared, and the Council was back to sup-
porting itself with membership tees.

hurch and private toundation grants. and
volunteer Libor. The number of staft
members dwindled to fewer than a dozen,
Wright's strong administratise sty le and
tocus on the strip-mining issues clashed
with the desire for a democeri-
tized statt workimg on several
fronts. In 1971 Wright stepped
down as executive director,
ana the statt attempted 1o oper-
ate the Counail on aconn
pletely egalitarian basis. One
vaar tater, the Council moved
its offiee from Berea to
Clintwood, Vi, focated in the
heart of the central Appala-
chian coalfields, where 1t
could be physically close to
the core problems of the re-
[UTRE

w71,
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I.oyal Jones teaching at Berea Coilege around

The Council survived—-but just barely.
Stace the mid-1970s, it has maintained a
active interest in the fight against strip
mining, insensitive health and welfare
ssstems, and inequities in the coal and
teatile industries. But the Counvil is far

1

from fulfilling its hopes for o broad-based

membership, helping to link together
community groups in i coalition capable
ol stopping the exploitation of Ap-
palachiaand giving power toits people.
fronically . the Council’s primary functior
once again has become the recognition
and promotion of ideas and prograns
among grassroots organizations in the re-
g1on,

The history of the Council of South-

1

ern Mountans offers several msights into

the danamies of reform i Appalachia,
For more than half s century . the Council
tended to romanticize Appalachian hife
and culture, to smooth over the destrue
tive etfects of industriafization on the re-
gion, 1o be more concerned with the
ssmptoms of problems than their root
causes and to operiate within ideologival
boundaries which it defined as neutrality

but which also confined it to gradual, lim-

ited and precemeal reforme,

Al this changed with the War on
Poverty. The size and scope of its pro-
arams, the issues 1t reised and the con-

flicts it sparked butfeted the organization.

It became torn about the effectiseness of
the antipoverty campaign, refuctant to
confront partisan issues and insistent that
compromise was ilway s possible. The
Council that emerged in the 1970 may
have been more attunied 1o the need fora

tough-minded analssis of the econonie
and political realities of Appadachri. But
the new Council possessed its own ro-
mantic predispositions and found it hard
to sustain itselt when few supported,
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Loyal Jones

Foundation lost interest in it when they
saw that there was some discord.

Lots of these foundations have
supported lots of liberal causes there
for a few vears and then they find some-
thing else to do.

The Council deserves support and
thex're doing a lot of things that need
support. They really ave representing a
lot of grassroots people that don’t have
anything else in the way of a regional
organization. Yet most foundations
have not shown that thex're willing to
support that very well and 1 think that’s
a shame.

Che ones who are tryving to hold the
Council together have had a lot of
financial problems. They have to deal
with those rather than programs. 1t's
had.

Q: Have you stayed involved with the
Coun-il?

A: I've staved as a member, a sub-
seriher, 1 get the magazine.

Q: What did you do after you quit
your job with the Council?

A: I'was offered a joh at Berea
College. There had been talk at Berea
of founding an Appalachian Center that
would pull together varions academic
departments und coordinate and direct
the comminmen of the college toward
the region. Eighty percent of owr
students come from the region. We
have always been interested. So I went
towork for the college at that time. 1
run the Center but 1 also teach a couple
af cotrses—Appalachian cultiure and
Appalachian problems. And 1 rin
vienimmer courses for teachers and
cducators.

Q: Do you think the region is vetter
off now than before the War on
Poverty?

A: [ really think it is. partially because
of the programs passed during the
Kennedvidohnson years. don't really
helieve that there's wholesale hinger
now. The Food Stamp program bas
done u good job in trving to feed people
who would not have an adequate diet.
A lot of people who are disabled have
support. Welfare for most of the states
is not enough to live on. 1t's a percent-
age of wiat it would take to live
decently. The employment situation iy
not good, and a lot of the jobs that have
come in are minimum wage. We've




E

much fess understood, its polit - ad
agenda.

For many Appalachian residents. the
most Lasting positive effect of the War on
Poverty may have been the awakening of
an indigenous grassroots reform move -
mentin the 19708, The weltare rights,
fubor, health, education. environmental.
cooperiative and political action groups
that grew out of the antipoverty campaign
seemed 1o retlect an understanding that
comaunity action, though frastrated a
decade carlier, stll possessed enonmous
potential as a vehicle tor economic. po-
litical and social chunge.

The history of the Council and the
War on Poverty thus underscores the
point that any reform eftfort 1o end pov -
erty 1 Appalachia must be at least equal
in magnitude and complexity o the prob-

e atselt, ]E[

Jodue M Glew s assstant professor of
history at Ball State Universiy, Mincie,
tnd  His book. Highlander, won the
Cniversity Press of Kentneky's TYSO
Appalactuan MSward. e is now at work
o d contprehensive lstory of the War on
Povertvan .\/)/’(l/(l( .

Authority.

in California.

Letcher County, Ky.

is now deceased.

Poverty.

West Virginia,

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

An Update on the Soldiers in the War on Poverty in Appalachia
Robert Gipe

Edwin Safford: Safford. a New Yorker. was onc of the few community action
program directors from outside Appalachia when he was in charge of the
program serving Letcher, Perry, Knott, and Leslie counties in Kentucky. After
leaving Kentucky, Safford returned to New York and worked for a number of
years in the Office of Economic Opportunity s northeastern regional office.
Saftford is currently a budget officer for the New York Metropolitan Transit

Philip H. Young: Council of the Southern Mountains p esident in 1966, Young
currently serves as an executive with the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and lives

Warren Wright: Wright was the first executive director of the Council in the
post-Loyal Jones era. and at last report was still living and farming in Burdine,

Julian Griggs: Griggs worked with migrant workers in Indiana in the 1970°s and

Isaac “Ike” Vanderpool: After running a multi-county health service
organization and working in the coal mining industry in Kentucky, Vanderpool
moved to Tennessee where he presently operates @ marina near Lake Norris.

Milton Ogle: Ogle. who helped orchestrate the split between the Appalachian
Volunteers and the Council in 1966, directs Appalred. Inc. a legal services
organization operating out of Charleston, W. Va.

Alan 1. Zuckerman: Council staffer Zuckerman is currently employed by the
Organization of Industrial Councils, which specializes in representing the
interests of urban minority industrial workers.

Tom Davis: An Appalachian Volunteer who worked primarily in Southwest
Virginia and Upper Last Tennessee, Davis is a part owner of lron Mountain
Stoneware, an artists” cooperative, which was originally catled Laurel Bloomery
Pottery and received its initial funding from a federal grant as part of the War on

Gordon Ebersole: Ebersole. a tormer member of the Congress for Appalachian
Development. is retired and divides his time between Bowie, Md., and a farm in

R. Baldwin Lloyd: Former Council Board member Lloyvd. currently direets the
Appalachian People’s Service Organization of Blacksburg, Va.

Lyndon Johnson: Theugh he was able to launch far-reaching civil rights
legislation and antipoverty programs, President Johnson’s increased
involvement in the Vietnam War was eatremely unpopular and led to his
downtall. He did not run for reelection in 1968, He died on January 22, 1973,

Loyal Jones

made some gains but we lag behind the
nation. Nevertheless, I think people
are better off. I think the citizenry is
more alert and willing to get involved.
Q: Would you advocate some of the
now-defunct War on Poverty pro-
grams coming back to the mountains?
Az [ think we could be more imagina-
tive in welfare-type programs tving to
help people to become self-sufficient.
The trend to ern everything over to the
states is to allow some of the states to
neglect alot of their citizens in a way
that is going to be detrimental to the
whole country. We have failed to see
our children as « resonrce.

Q: Of ail programs at the Council,
are there any you'd like never to see
again?

Ar When you think of how little they
wdre in retation to the problen, 1
would say no. The Council spent ¢ lot
of money, but it was reaily just a
pittance. We're talking about a few
hundred thousand a year. I'think one
year ve might have had as much as a
millic n dollars in contracts. But that
wasn tvery much for a region of eight
or nine States.

Al of the things were probabiy
good and involved some people and
nade sone people see things differ-
ently.

Q: What do you consider was the
most successful Council Program?
A: The conference inelf. it hrought
/7('()/7/(' ragether to mieet one another
and 1o get a bit of inspiration.

The commuanity action programs
were mportant. The talent bank was a
wonderful idea althowgh OFO got tired
of it und decided 1t wasi't seay enough,
And defranded it

The whole idea of having xome
people with traumng in leadership and
Anenving sennethng about econonic
developeient and growp process avail-
able 1o train commuunnty people . all of
thiv was important - Al of the pio-

LU Were 1njen fadnt.

Il

Rabert Gipe is a freelance writer living
in Kingsport. He recently received a
Muster's Degree in American Studies
from the University of Masxsachusents,
Antherst,
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WIN, LOSE OR DRAW?
What effect did the War on Poverty have in Appalachia?

or

Was Appalachia better off after the War on Poverty than it was before the War on Poverty?

median families unemploy- population
A look at some Appalachian family below pov-  ment change
) i I' .
Communities: income erty line rate
1950-1960
Letcher County, Ky., 1960 $2615  552% 11.4% -23.8%
lies in the heart of the coalfields. Population 30,687— (Pre-war on poverty) 1960-1970
96.16% white. Major town: Whitesburg (pop. 1.525). 1970 $4.406 40.1% 4.7% -23.0%
Major industry: Co-i mining. Agricultural products: (During the war) 1970-1980
corn, vegetables, haj. cattlc. 1980 $12702  229%  11.9%  +32.5%
(Post-war)

] ] 1950-1960
Swain County, N.C., N 1960 $2484  59.1% 6.3% -15.5%
borders the Great Smoky Mountain National Park. Most 1960-1970
of the county is part of the Qualla Boundary—land held . ) o
in trust by the U.S. government for the Eastern Band 1970 $5,186 26.9% 4.6% +5.3%
of the Cherokee. Fopulation 10,283—24.4% American 1970-1980
Indian. Major towns: Bry an City, Cherokee. Major 1980 $10.982 23.3% 16.4% +10.8%
industry: Tourism. Agricultural products: Tobacco,
cattle, horticulture.

1950-1960
Kanawha County, W.Va., 1960 $5862  21.4% 6.1% +5.5%
located in the middle of the state is home to Charleston, 1960-1970
the state's capital and larg2st city (pop. 63.968). County 1970 $ 8.668 13.0% 4.1% -9.3%
population: 231,414—93% white. Major industries: - 1970-1980
chemicals, construction and retail. Agricultural preducts: : o
com, tobacco, beef cattle. 1980 $20.367 8.2% 6.3% + 8%
1950-1960
Hgncqgk Coqqty » Tenn., , 1960 $1442  78.0% 2.8% -14.9%
which adjoins the Virginia border, boasts no major 1960-1970
highways, railroads, bus service or fast food chains. -
Population: 6,887 99% white. Mujor town: Sneedville 1970 $2,683 55.5% 6.3% -13.4%
(pop. 1.110). Major industry; Wood production. 1970-1980
Agricultural products: Tobacco, cattle. 1980 $7.830 39.5% 11.0% +2.5%
1950-1960
US.A. 1960 $5660  214%  S.1%  +18.5%
Population: 226,546,000—86% white, 1960-1970
1970 $9.586 10.7% 4.4% +13.3%
1970-1980 .
1980 $19917 9.6% 6.5% +11.4% s

e
£
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The Council of the Southern Mountains — A Scarred Veteran

Though the Council of the Southern
Mountains has faced hard times, it has
never ceased operation. Due to some
disastrous programs. by the carly T9ROS
the organization owed creditors $133,000,
In 1984 they filed for bankrupiey. “We
came out of that in Jure, 1986, reports
the Council’s Cathy Stanley. “The debt is
down o $1.200, which isn’t too bad.”
Ny,

Standey s the onty statt member and
s working as o volunteer, "until we can

EKC
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get back onour feet.”™ She alimose

singlehandedty produces the Council's 64

vear old auarterty magazine, Mountain
Lite and Work., With a smadl grant trom
the Babeock Foundation, she is also
working ona mime satety program.

The Council which is anon-profit

organization. would be glad tor contribu-

trons and subscribers to Mountun Late

Guess it doesn't hurt your resume
Antipoverty worker Jay '

Rockefeller (John D. Rockefeller 1V),
who wasa fieldworker in the Action
for Appalachim Youthi Program in
1964, served és: govemor of West - -
Virginia from 197710 1985. ‘-'e 5.
currently West Vugmnas jomior
senator.

and Work ($15.00 per vean). Contact the

Council of the Southern Mountains at
P.OL Boy TERK, Clintwood, VA, 242208,

i.
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Statistics from US census data Couniy deseriprrons compiled trom the Ussiversiy of Kentucky Libr ey the Brason Ciav . N C L and Charleston W V

Afrer the 1990 census data is compiled. we ll know the effect of the Reagan vears on Appalachia,

Conmerce. and from 1980 ccasus duta.
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David Whisnant'

A Born Again Appalachian

Young David Whisnant didn’t know
he was growing up in Appalachia. He
identfied with his hometown, tidy Enka
Vilkige just outside of Ashevitle, N.CL
He identified with the Blue Ridge
mountains. But his awareness of coming
from a distinet region with o cultare
worth valuing was a slow, gradual
process, an wwareness that came into
sharp focus, finathy and irontealts . onty
atter he had spent yvears hving and
teaching cotlege i the tlattands of the
Midwest,

Recognizing Appalachias a foree in
his life marked an important turning point
tor him. both personally and

professionally. Tt led o the
s Brisinvolhvement
in the

X

.
"*;{-..,v To b 3

by

Jane Harris Woodside

Appalachian Studies movement trom its
formative days in the Late 1960s. That
iy olvement produced numerous articles
and tw o hooks, Maodernizing the
Mowntaineer in LORO and AN Thar I
Native and Fine in 1983 Written in a
clearcaccessible styvle, tull of conviction
and dry humar, good quotes and tetling
detaifs, his work has won widespread
attention and admiration in the academic
community and provoked dehate about
topics ranging from the Tennessee Valles
Authornty to folk testivals,

A personal search more often than
not lies behind supposedty dispassionaie
scholarly inguirs. Whisnent is unasualls
candid about the pessonal needs that have
shaped his academic pursuits, In his
preface to Modermizing the Mowitaineer.

he writes with a trace of 605
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Enka Village, N.C., David Whisnant's home town, outsid

romanticism. " was born and raised in
the Blue Ridge Mountiins of North
Carolina, which have kept their hold on
me through my more than 20 vears of
hemg away. 1 el their hold quite carly
life. but have been long years coming to
understand it.”

What Whisnant has used his work to
come to terms with is, of course. not
simply the hold some fovely and ancient
maountains have on him. He has been
reacquainting himself with the culture
into which he was born in 1938, (he
complicated and dynamic culture of o
family engaged in the multigenerational
struggle to enierge fron. the ranks of
Southern subsistence farmers to
become middle- N

class .

¢ of Asheville, around 1950,

Now and Then / 13
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professionals. i struggle which often
insisted that the voung denigrate and
reject their hirthright. His work i
Appalachian Studies has been an
examination of the forces that led to his
alicnation from his own culture.

The circumstances of his carly
childhood worked against developimg any
sense of regional identity . " The family
had litde money. We didn't have a
reliable car. So Twasat least Hoor {1
vears obd before I was even ont of the
mountains. Even out of the state. We
never had people come to visit us, sty
with us from othier places. Soin the sense
that an awareness of the specialness of
ONE'S OWDTCLTON Iy Jd comparative
avwareness, I didn’thave that”

Another isolating foree was the
Baptist Church. Whisnant's years of

were very ansious. in the wass that most
parents of their generation were. about
any thing that would compromise or
weahen what little bit of upward social
and econonie mobility they could
envision for their kids. Fdon™t blame
them for that. They were perfectly
characteristic i tiat respect of people in
that period.”

John and Mary Whisnantare both
bright. abfe people who were born into
bluc collar families. Mary's adoptive
father was a day laborer i the
construction mdustry. Whisnant's
paternal grandfuther lett the family 'S
Rutherford county farm i 1900 to work
for SO vears as i bus driver i Asheville.
So between his parents” working cliss
origins ind the fact that they came of age

prarents. the Whisnants placed a great deal
of vilue on education. All four of their
sons lett the company town to attend
college and went on to getadvanced
degrees.

Another way they foughi against
losing ground wis to be sure that their
children acquired cultural markers that
would prepare them tor upward mobility,
"Ny parents were very very aware of the
wan their hids dressed. talked. the Kinds
of music they listened o, the triends their
htds assoctated with. the schools they
wentto.” Foresample, listening to
country nusic broadeast over WSM wis
discouraged because of 1ty associations
with rural life. with lower class
“uncultured” people. “They did nothave
the means to send as oftf to boarding

school or to Europe to doany of

membership i the West Ashieville
Bapust Churclews s amined
influence. On the one hand, he
miuses, 1 think itcommunicated to
us that there were other things more
mportant than just our own personil
comfort, that some sense of serviee
to other people was mmportant.
Those things were presented in a
very moralistic and depoliticized and
therefore alienated way . but they
were neyertheless presented. Sol
think the firstvague sense of soctal
concern that [ had was generated and
sustained by the Baptist Chureh.”

However, with s sights seton
saving souls and the nest world. the
church itselt rarely took note of
important current events. bor
instance. Whisnant notes the
segregated church never discussed the
1954 Supreme Court decision ordering
school integration. "So. in one sense,
what the church did was tomsulate us
from a variety of really important social
and political realities that we should have
been aware of. We should have been
talking about these things, Instead, yvou
know, we were going to Baptist triuning
union sessions and talking ma very
superticial and disconnected way about
the Baptist misstonary work in Nigeria,
And we had no notion of where Nigerna
wils, "

From his carhiest day s, Whisnant was
encouraged to leave behind his native
culture. His own parents, Whisnant now
reitlizes, were important agents of this
cultural alienation. OF John and Marn
Neat Whisnant, he says, "My parents

"1/ Now and Then

The Whisnants in the mid-1940s, David is the
second tallest child, in the dark jacket.

during the Depression. neither of
Whisnant's parents could atford the
college education that wounra have more
irmiy secured their claim to membership
i the middle class,

Whisnant's father worked tor
American Enka, a Dach-owned testile
compaay, is an engineer who made up
tor his fuek of formal education with
vears ot on-the-job experience. Batin
the VOO, during one of the testle
industry s down cveles, John Whisnant
tost his job. He had spent 27 vears with
the company.

Such precariousness in their own
fives made s parents take seriousdy “the
threat of fosing what little bitthey had
and of slipping back even turther into
therr working class origins,” their son
observes, Like many Depression -era
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those sort of acculturating and
sochlizing things that parents with
more money can do. Buatwhat they
did do was to be very conscious and
very anvdous about the Kinds of
influences we were subject to i the
environment where we were.”
Schools also did their share in
the process Whisnant calls cultural
stripping. He was taught trom
tenthooks chosen by bureauerats in
Raleigh. books which simply ignored
local history and cultue. But the
most immediate and potent
perpeiratorns of alienation were his
schoolmittes, especially atter he
transtferred trom the county into the
Asheville city system for high

school,

Throughout his yvouth, Whisnant felt
like an outsider. sitting on som,
imaginary border line. In Enka. by virtue
of being the son of a whiwe collar worker,
he perecived himsell as being a rung or
twoitbove his working cliss peers. But
in Asheville, he never quite measured up.
never quite fitin with his fettow students.
who considered themselves sophisticated
and urbane.

“The way T tadked. the way 1 dressed.
the friends 1 had. the church Twent to all
were marhers of aculture that was
stigmiatized. Towasn™Castigmatizing thit
came trom outside the region.” Whisnant
cmiphasizes, “Towas a stigmatizing that
enisted across certain cultural and socio-
ceonomic boundaries within the region.
Inawan it was the old ety /eountry
dispariny

Whisnant's new peers were a product



of Asheville. “Ashevitle was up and
coming, vou know. And it wanted to be
that wan ™

Founded in the late T81h century,
Asheville was wn old ity for the
mountains, By the 19th century. it had
established ttselt as an important regional
commerctal and tourism center, This cast
toits character meant that the city had «
constant influy of ness populations not
often found in the rest of Appalachia.
With the presence of long-established.
substantial Catholic and Jewish
communtiies, for example, the ¢ity
developed some degree of cultural
pluralism.

But Asheville was not quite sure
what to do with the mountinn. calture
surrounding it "1 think the tact that
Asheville was i tourist center meant thit
it wanted to be able to sell iself as a
cosmopolitin arcit.” observes Whispant,
“Which meant that it was clwavs in some
wins embarrassed about local culture.

“Part of its strategy for doing that
wins to deprecrate Tocal culture. 1t did that
at the same time that it also tried to use
that local culture ina commercial win . 1t
was very glad to have the Southern
Highlands Handicraft Guild there and 1o
have the Mountain Dance and Folk
Festival there because those were hig
draws for tourists. Seit's aschizy
relationship that Asheville had with those
cultural systems.”

During his high school diy s
Asheville, Whisnant's horizons were
oroadened. He traces his st very it
stirrimgs of regional consciousness hick
to those das s when he went to the
Mountain Dance and Folk Festival and
the annual Guild eraft b, St the
message Ashevidle gave i about Enka
was that while he might come from a
distnet caliure, 1t wis adeticient one.

In 1956, Whisnant entolled at
Cicorgra Tech m Atlanta as an
cngmecting cooperative student, Co
operative students helped can then
trition by adiermatmg between gomg to
school and working in mdustry asan
itern. Se he conuted between Georgra
and BEnka where he worked in his tather's
plant. Bu the more he got mio s
studies, the more he reabized that bemg on
cngineer wasn't the wany he wanted 1o
spend the restof lis fites When m his
jumor vear, he won both the Dantorth and
Woodrow Wilson telfow shaps o go o to

graduate school, he decrded o sudy
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American literature wt Duke University,
Atter carning his Phu. in 1965, he
arrived at the University of Hlinows to tike
up his tirsticaching job, in the English
department.

Some time before, Whisnant had
come across Thomas R Ford's The
Sonthern Appalachian Kegion: A Survey
and began reading about the region. But
his regional identity finally coalesced
during the middle and late 60s while on
the junior faculty at Hinois, As the
variots social and political mos ements
app rred on the horizon, Whispant
listened and read and thought and
rethought and was politicized. He read
Harry Caudill's 1962 study of the coal
mdustry 's exploitation of Eastern
Kentucky, Nieht Comes to the
Cronberlands and looked at his home
region with new eyes.,

The tirst fruit of this new
consciousness was an rticle published in
New Sowlrin the tull of 1970, In
“Finding New Models for Appalachian
Development,™ he observed that planners
hetieved that it Appalachia would just
urhanize and indastrialize, all wouid be
wello Viaguely but sincerely, Whisnant
areucd that “swhat we must do is find
wavs of alleviating the real human
problems of the region (hunger, discase,
nfunt mortality and all the resty without
turning the region itself into o mirror
image of the badly tawed larger culture.”

“IFFinding New Models™ found tor the
English professor a new audience.
Shortly after the article appeared. radical
Appalachian activist Rob Burladge
invited Whisnant to a meeting of the
Unton ot Radical Political Economists in
Morgantown, W Vil There Whisnam
talhed wnd listened to peoole with similar
CONCCTIN, PUrspectives, seiises of mission,

Reflecting on those dians, he wrote in
a TOSO artiele, "l was anew experience
forme. Fwas used o reading cand ey ing
to write) scholarhy artieles on hierature m
which the function ot the tirst footnote
was ustilly to demonstrate that, despite
apparenthy overwhelming evidence 1o the
conlrary . thiy nunute pik‘k’k‘ of ;lll;ll)\l\
had. e tact never been undertahen betore
and was most needtul of bemg
CTorealize that there
wis sonueh real work to he done +as

undertahen now

exhibarating.” What was ospecralhy

oularating was that he no longer feh
that s persenal and protessional lives
had to st separe compartiments.

His personal search tor a lost cultural self
could pose the questions which his
scholarship set about answering.

At the Morgantown meeting.
participants asked him where he intended
to go tfrom there, “And | remember being
very sarprised becaase | really had no
mtention of doing any thing with it. | had
simply written the article, But then ©did
begin to think about it™" Eventually he
began talking to the Uiniversity off
Tennessee Press about the possibility of
developing his wdeas into a book. By the
Fath of 1972, he had feft Hlinois, moved
back to Durham. NoCoand was ander
contract to ‘Tennessee o produce i
manuseript,

By the end of 1675, he had ninished
Modernizine the Mownaineer. Getting
the volumie published. however, took five
vears. As the copy editing was nearing
completion. numagement changed
Tennessee, and the new director
demanded that Whisnant remove the
chapter on the Tennessee Valley
Authority (TVAY or his contvact would be
cancelled. Whisnant refused and began
the Tong process of finding another
publisher. Finally in 1980, Appalachian
Consortium Press produced the book.

Modernizing the Mountaineer is a
series of case studies of organizations tha
tricd to promote development in the
region, including the TVAL the Council of
the Southern Mountains and the
Appalachian Regional Commission,
Whisnant asserted that underlving these
agencies” eftorts to improve the hite o the
“hackward™ mountaineer was really a
cultural drani, a struggle between two
opposing cultural systems, That drama
got plaved out i images.

Forexample, ina 19408 vintage
IV A-produced movie, “The Valley ot
Tennessee” the mountaimeers walk
slumped over, look furtive, wear hib
overadls and granny dresses and Tive m
tumbledown houses. “These are
technological primitives who start ke a
deerat the sound of dynamute or the
tumbling of a bulldozer.” Whisnant
WIS,

fncontrast, the TV A men walk
around fooking competent, assured and in
charge. "They comprehend the svstem
and comnuand the technology, as ther
tigers knowangly trace charts, blueprints
and scale models. Their hands 1un
bulldozers and swing crane booms
against the sky, and thewr feet gade them
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nimbly along the high steel.”™ Inthe
movie, then, according to Whisnant.
TTVA IS projected as the savior of o
barren Tand and a ruined and spiritless
people.”™ What was happening in reality
was that planners and technocrats were
imposing their own values ana behiets,
values and beliets they considered
stiperior, on the indigepous population,

Whisnant fooks back on these days
as the Appadachian Studies” movement's
infancy . 1is first phase. During that timwe,
"1 hink we raised @ lot of very important
questions. Nowadays, they seem so
obvious that nobody really thinks about
them any more,” he Taughs, “But then
they were things that had to be argued
fairly specitically.

“For example. the Hiterature up to the
mid- 19008 essentially talked about the
isolation of the Appalachian region. It
was the standard tack to take. Well, we
began to look at the region i termes of s
links—politically, eeonomically, socially
and culturally - - to the rest of the country .
particularly in the sense that the region
had been used by the rest of the country
for very selfish purposes for 200 vears.”
What emerged was not a pieture of the
rcginn HAN quuinl enclave cager to b
brought into the 20th century, but the
region as an internal colony whose
natural resources had been pillaged by
northern industrialists.

"W shetched, deseribed. anaty zcd
that whole set of links between the region
and the outside,™ he notes, referring to the
work done by Appalachan schokars on
the impact of coal, land, water power and
timber interests, missionaries, cducittors,
labor organizers and developers, “We
essentially setaside that old assumption
of the region’s isolation. One simply
can't speak i those terms any more.”

The other important contribution of
the young Appalachian Studies
Movement was to retormulate s cultural
history. Uip to that point, “a number of
peaple were doing o tot of good
deseriptive documentary work on the
culture and the region.”™ Whisnant felt it
wis titne to ey to “bring together the
documentary cultural work and the more
political perspectives | had been
sensitized to by working with
completely different set of people.™
Written while teaching in the American
Studies department i the University of
MaryLund's Baltimore campus., AW That 1
Native and Fine s Whisnant's

contribution to the eftort to deseribe the
politics of cultural interaction betw een
the region and the rest ot the country.

“Culture must inevitably be
construed in political terms,” he writes in
the book s conclusion, “especially an
cnvounter between two cultural systems
that are soctally or cconomically
uncqual.”™ During the carly part of the
century, then. the manipulation of culture
wis i tool used to establish power.
Powertul northeastern industrialists were
aided in their exploitation of

David
Whisant
in 1948,

David
Whisnant
in 1987,

the mountains” human and naturat
resources by cultural missionaries, most
often well-mtentioned and apolitical
women who never questioned the justice
of speculators bus ing up land and then
turning around and selling it at exorbitian
profits to northern coal and ratlway
interests.

Whisnant focused on cultural
workers Kathertne Pettit, who camne trom
the Bluegrass to found the Hindman
School: Now Englander Olive Dane

Campbetl who started the John €,
‘

Campbell Folk School: and Texas-born
Annabel Morris Buchanan and
Richmond. Va.. composer John Powell
who organized the White Top Folk
Festival from 1931 to 1939,

In Whisnant's estimation A/ That iy
Nanve wid Fine is a more satisfving work
than his first book since itis written from
amore complex perspective. And the
story of caltural intervention is a comple
one. - Whisnant achnowiedges that some
Appalachians helped to exptoit the
region, and others, that Tured by the
promise of a better life, mountaineers
often willingly participated in their own
cultaral stripping.

The cultural emissaries all claimed to
value mountain culture, but in fact they
only valued their romanticized ihages of
mountan culture, images which reflected
their middle and upper class standards,
Soat White Top, tor instance. they
presented local square dances but urged
the performers to try to get their swing
right. work on the footwork and couldn 't
they please leave those overalls at home?
Cultural interventionists often revived
dving or dead cultural torms, then
tinkered with swhat they tound. At the
Hindman School., they encouraged
MOUNLN WOMeN to start weaving again,
then supplicd them with traditional
Scandinay ian patterns, So they subverted
indigenous culture in the name of trvimg
to preserve il

Al Thar iy Native and Fine received
general eritical acclum. Stll, a few feel
his view of mountain culture is too
simplistic, that he fails to recognize the
forces tor change endemic in Appalachia.
Long-time Appalchian activist Helen
Lewis notes that in A That is Native aid
[ e, he doesn’t give us the thoughts and
reactions of Appalachians to the cultural
missionaries” work. “Native people were
mithing changes themselves, He didn't
give the local people credit. He only
Tocused on externid forees.”

In general, she wishes he would
broaden his tocus. She is most troubled
by his selectivity when it comes to
culture, what she sees as his inability to
deal with the "new oIk, people native to
the region but intluenced by popular
culture, blaes or rock music for example.
Nonctheless, she says, “He s i good
thorough rescarcher. He has @ good
critical mind. He has zeroed inat fooking
at institutions whireh atfected the native
mdigenous cutture, and he Bis done o
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great serviee.”

From the outset, while renewed by
his work in the Appalachian Studies
movement. Whismant wasn 't alwas s
comfortable with what he was hearing.
There was the matter of definition. ™
remember even at an early time, having
SOME serious reservations about the
region that those people were projecting.
What they called it was Appalachia. but
what it was really was the Bastern
Kemuchy and West Virginna coaltields.,
And 1 had not grown up in acoalfield. |
had never seen o coal mine. T hnew
nothing about unions at the time because
there was not one at the plant where my
father worked. Tt was the tentile industry.
It was o whole ditferent scene.”

His doubts grew and deepened. =1
think in some ways we got trapped. There
was i hind of romanticism about o lot of
that carly rhetorie. There was i tot of
paranoiit, which in some way s wis
justified because. Lord knows, the region
had been exploited for a hundred vears at
least, But | think we weren 't as aware of
that as we might have been. We weren't
as self-eritical s we might have been.

“On the one hand. we were tryving to
analy 2 all those strong, functioning
links, very dystunctional links,™ he
corrects himself, laughing, “between the
region and the rest of the country, and
the samie time we were arguing a kind oi
old fushioned romantic Appalachian
exeeptionalism. We were trying to have
it both wiys,

“We were irapped in the wrong
questions,” he observes. “We really
needed to worry Tess about the region as
region than we were.”™ Worrying so muceh
about the region as aregion often saddled
the movement with isolationist blinders
that proposed narrow and ultimatels
unworhable solutions to the region’s
problems. “People in the carly 708 were
talhing about coal as an alternative energy
source instead of foretgn o1l W'l sure,
up to i certann point that can be seen as a
stop-gap solution.”™ But Whisnant
believes that because of environmental
constderations, it is not i viable inswer
either to the nation’s energy problem or
to the region’s evononmiv woes,

“We have to get bevond that. And
we will not get beyond it regionally until
there are some national and even
international policy shifts” What
Whisnant advocates is some form of
social democriaey . some svstem which
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puts society s welfure ahead of individual
private property rights, “And | dor’tsee
those shifts on the horizon. And 1 think
any kind of regional solution—for the
Amazon basin or Appalachia or any other
region-—is going *have to be predicated
on those unalterable limits.”

Whisnant has traveled some distance
from his view in “Finding New Models™
that his region can serve as i laboratory
for more humane and viable alternative
litestvles. Appalachii is not simply an
internal colony which can save itself from
insensitive and greedy outsiders by
reclhiming local control over its own
atfairs, 1tis a complex, mterdependent
part of a global system.

When he tinishea A That is Native
aned Fine, he began to feel restless, Al
that 1 knew at the time was that T had said
the mijor things that 1 then had to say
about the Appalachian region and that |
felt that 1 was beginning to echo myselt.
And [ didn 't think that was very healthy
in terms of my ownintellectual or
political growth, So I thought it was time
to do something else.”

He took up the study of Spanish “tor
a whote variety of reasons, partly having
1o do with some old feelings that 1 still
have about my own provincialism, my
own parochialism.”™ Whisnant wasn't
quite sure where it was all leading.

"I do remember feeling a good deal
of the same hind of excitement. the same
burst of energy and enthusiasm about it
that I felt when | first started the
Appalachian work. And it was partly for
that reason that 1 trusted what wat
happening. trusted the dynamic,”™ Where
itall led, almost inevitably for i person
with his intense and carnest interest in

politics was to his current work on i
book on the caltaral policy ana polities of
Nicaragui.

And so, as the Appalachian
Movement continues to evolve, it will
evolve, by and large. without David
Whisnant. He is certainly not leaving the
ticld entirely behind. This fall, he began
anew jobin the Engiish department at the
U eiversity of North Carolina in Chapel
Hill where he will teach courses that deal
with Appalachiaas well as courses
incorporating his recent work on cultural
politics in Nicaragua.

David Whisnant has made important
contributions to the Appalachian Studies
movement. But Appalachian Studies has
also served him wetl—intellectually,
politically, persopally. For through his
work on the region, he has searched for
and reclimed much of his lost cultural
selfl the parts of himself so many people
urged him to jettison so that he could
better hiniselt and rise above his origins,
It has been the scholarly work spurred by
that search that has made his reputation,
that s secured for him a place amony;
the runks of middle class professionals .

I

All That is Native & Fine: The Polities of
Culture in an American Region i availuble
from the Uinversite of North Caroling Presy,
Chapel Hall, far S12.00 tpaperbac k.

Modernizing the Mountaineer: People,
Lower and Planning in Appziachia iy
avaitable from Appalaclian Conzxormon
Press. Bocae, N.C for STOYS (paperbac ks

Jane Woodside is a fo lhlorise and
Avsociate editar o Now and Then.

Like oysters making pearls from pain,
We wrap our families in tates.

Around the husts and griefs
Until the spiky shape is smoothed,
Encased in stcry.

Slightly iridescent when polished,
They are prized, perhaps, '

I'm Just Talkin’

We place nacreous woris, layers of language

Eleanor
Browafield ixs a
native of Atlanta,
where AMe now
fives and worky as
airactor aid d
Mage mdnager.
She has been
reading and

And we're accounted raconteuns writing sinee the
By thc__:se who hear'i;s mk‘ dge of four.
- "~ --~Eleanor Brownfield
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Sister Marie Ubinger
Evangelized

by the Poor

by Tim Boudreau

There's irony inthe way Sister
Maura Ubinger views the hite shie led in
Putsburgh. She remembers it as a
sheltered existence, far removed from
the day -to-day struggles of most
pL‘Up’L‘.

Her move nime sears ago to the
small, isolated community of Fleming-
Neon opened hereves -
world works. In i remote Kentucky
county far from the centers of power,

~thoway the

she tearned onaovery personal level
about greed. and how power and influ-
cice can atfect those who hav e neither,

The idei to set up a mission in
Letcher County wis not hers, she says,
Another nun from her Catholic Bene-
aictine order, who had spent time in
Appatachia, proposed it. Ubinger went
only after much prayer and delibern-
tion.

"1 had no big expectations.... came
here not for any great holy reasons or
to convert people to the Church,”
Ubinger recalls. 1 had no grandiose
plans to make life better. 'm not a
workhaholic and 'm not amessiah ™

But she is a woman committed to
change ina region she sass has suftered
too fong at the hands of outside interesis,
Kentucks Towmakers, often dominated
by coal interests, often altow what she
sees s athuses to continue.

Broad form geeds aflow nineral
onners—-oflen coal interests controtled
by multinational companies  -to use
whatever means necessary to ¢sianact coal
trom beneath a homeowner’s property .
These means metude strip mining. Tas
policies keen coal-rich counties through-
out castern Kentuehy virtually bankrapt,

"1 think coal companies, and the big
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corporations behind them, are a big part of
the problem™ 1o Eastern Kentuchy and the
rest of Appalachia, she savs, “Vhere's no

money tor decent schools or decent health
Ud Hike to think we could attract the

care.
mdustries i we had decent sehools and

other services that commumties elsewhere

tahe for granted.”

Lovad people v orking fer systemie
chane s key toatleviating the region’s
proviems, Ubinger believes,

She works for change through Ken-
tachians for th Commonwcealth, a

Zrassroots group that strives to cmpower

focal aitieens. Phe organizatic s now

focusing 1= Horts onan ame dment on

the November ballot to Bt the abuses of

the broad tomy deed. 1t has long been
a proponent o an unmined minerals
tan, which it savs would provide more
moncey to coal-rich counties.

Betore she moved to Appalachia,
Ubinger say s she had some vague ideas
of what to expedt.

She nnew of the poverty that existed
in parts of Eastern Kentucky (though
bisea v what she had read, she
thought it would be more widespread).
She i still amazed by the emendeus
contrast between rich and peer for
Imstance. at seeing a stately home newt
to a shack.

She also expected to find some anti-
Catholic sentiment among her neigh-
bors—and she did.

Many of her neighbors greeted the
Benedictines arrivel m Fleming-Neon
with suspicion, it noi outright hostility.,
The order was certainly new and
difterent. Ubinger esti-nates only
ahout 200 practicing Catholies live in
the county,

She recalls ene local man who hid his
Face when the nur - were near. Bven her
mecharie, swhen asked by o stranger tor
directions to thetr home, pretended he'd
never heard of the sisters,

Eventuady ., her neighbors grew used
to them. There was an“unspoken turn-
around™; some of the prejudices broke
down. Some locals, including her nest-
door neighbor, became good friends.

Ubtager has alway s shied from the
stercoty pes many outsiders hold of the
region’s people. Siie believes that the
greatest stereoty pe aftlicting Appalachia
s that its poor heeve Hitthe destre toim-
prove thetr concition.

“Ive never et aavone onwellare



who wanted to be o welfare,” she sy s,

She Tikens third-generation welfare
reciprents o third-generation Harvard
graduates. Poor educition and poor selt-
image feed oft cach other. Failure, like
suceess, becomes ahifesty e,

Her religion and fitestyle seldom set
her apart from her neighbors. She nukes
no seeret of her work, though she is o hit
shy of publicity. Ubinger and her sisters
heepatow profile. They don't knock on
doors, unsolictted. offermg their services.

Stith she says, word gets out that their
help s available.

Her well-kept home is one in i long
row of one-time coal camp houses that
line the niun road feading west out of
Flemimg-Neon. Only the bright blue
paint outside and the makeshift chapel
mside distingaish it frons her neighbors ™
In the distance. a mountain, Gs sides
gouged owt by a strip mune, stands hhe a
shy seraper over the town,

Even today. having lived in Letcher
Counts for nme years, she is acutels
aware of her position as a non-native,
For that reason, and becaase of her
personal phidlosophy, she s reluctant o
ry 1o et Appalachians how they should
improve their ves.

Her time in Appalachia has tiught her
the importance of aceepling others'
vatuesceven when they conflict with her
own. Forenample, she knows of hones
without indoor plumbing — but with a sat-
clhite dish,

That bothers many who visit tiwe
region. Aot of people want to
Stradghten out” the area” she savs. Eaay
o fetitbe. Doty to change people’s
vitues. That goes for everywhere, nol
Just here i Appatachia.”

She's seen her share of volunteers
came and go. She's skeptical aboat the
chance tor fong-term change when
outswders try to pubb all the strings.” A
anvoulsrder. they always enjoy the opuon
of feavimg atwitl, That opion s less
avarkable to those native to the area.

“Ewould stay as fong asmy Benedie
e communyy doesn’t cocree me o
retwrn o unal Feet ! coutd domore
chewhere.” Ubmger savs,

Much of her time now s spent as
caeaunn e coordinator tor the Catholig
Committee of Appadachia, w post she
assumied in July s She also tators area
restdents working toward therr GE D,
networks wath other citizens groups and
what she

vists the poor, sick and aged

Q
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calls "Bund Aid™ work.

“There are some who would be upset
that we're not out beating the bricks to
bring people into the Catholic Church,™
she poirits out. But she praises her order
for stressing presence over proselytiz-
.

While she's discovered problems,
she says she's also found great personal
strength in Appatachians, She remains
optimistic about the future of the
region.

Appalachians are caring and loving,
she sass. “They have time for one
another. Fime to tell stories and to
fisten. They are very personal and
personmable, very people-orented.™

Yot she sees i dichotomy in the wi
they see themselves, Many hold them-
sehves in low regard. One woman she
worked swith sard it mattered hitle that
her hushand was beating her.

“Hhe's beating on me, he's just
heating on nothing,” she told Ubinger.

“They wouldn't have that Tow selt-
esteem were i not for exploitative pow -
ers that have come into the arca over the
vears.” Ubinger sass,

“Atthe very core of my being isa
behie that everaone is as important as
cversone ehses Pye seen so many
people tramped on. Worth is not tied to
bemg the Pope or the president. T want
to hreak that belief” that selt-worth
ticd to prestige, money and power.

She s readistic about how much she
can accomplish atone.

“Lhaven'ttorn downany great
mountains. You probably couldn’t 1iil o
page with my real recognizable sue-
cesses.” Ubinger sass,

But she points to orgasized etforts
and onc-on-one work, heging her
neighbors buld therr self-esteem, as
reasans of hope.

W hat she has Jearned about herseil
faas been the most memaorable aspect ol
her bte e Appalachia,

“Pye been helped more than 1y
helped,” Ubmger savs, “Fve beenevan
schzed by the poortouched by the many
tnves that Fye touched,

“NMavbe that™s why Fawant to stay tor

WHinore veas

Il

Lo Bovedrcan s aveporter fon the
Chillicothe Gazette in Ol

Strawberry Flats

Saturda  last

On Strawberry Flat,
Ethmer Amest, 21,
Attempted to ride

His fourwheeler

Up Anvil Ridge

At an angle of

Eighty degrees.

His “all-terrain”
Vehicle lost traction,
Flipping backward and
over several times
Down the incline,
Breaking his neck

And crushing his skull.
Arnold, dead on arrival
At Jefferson Hospital,
Leaves no survivors.
Services are Monday
At two at Boston Valley
Community Church
With interment in the
Church cemetery by
The Clingbeard Funeral Home.
Pallbearers are
Members of the
Strawberry Flats
Four-wheelers Club.

-Walter Darrell Haden

Walt Haden has been a teacher and poet
siice TSI when he et i a 1o roon
Il

hay goven readoies of iy pocoy i New

selior ol o s native Misvonar it €k

(hleamy, New Youk Mossena, Missivappu
Hemtrodoced the firv
core il folklore ar the l Hiversety of

vt AR

Pennessee ar Marun 20 eans aoo and
has served as Jolkdorist at two Governen '
Schoaods v the stare, the Tatter i JUSS "
Lonnessee Studdies ar TSI
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¥ huge public works project intended to
é bring Appatuachia out of the Depres-
; T sion and into the 20th Century by
3 providing clectricity to homes
5 throughout the mountains in the
3 /3 19305, This man worked at the
T & Douglias Dam . The photo was made
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- 3 tion by Arthur Rothstein, 1942,
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Letter to Hong Koné From 1\7Iy 8th-Grade Latin
Teacher in Alabama, 36 Years Later

Vowed I would not let another week piss
betore 1 wrote.
Back tfrom Charlotte for my Last checkup tor my eyve,
I had surgery there in November,
Did not realize 1 could not see colors correctly
until the first cataract was gone,
I see fine now.

Don’t know from whony you hear in town,
but I'H e et to ist those
of your Mother's fricnds who've alvo died:

Evelyn (57 srvo died Thursday after a
three-vr, valiant battle with cancer.

Ralph from cancer about a month ago.
He had atovely second wife, Harrict,
s daughter lost one of her sons in
the Service betore Christmis. She is
divorced. He dropped a bomb. They were

4

loaded.
Muary Frances was found dead in bed last fall.
She was Van's stepmother.
Fred and his wite were brutally murdered in March,
Mr. Mill is gone. Garvin gone.
Clarence is stidl here. in body ondy. Poor thing.
Virginia (Mres, TFred Sroyis gone. Her house.
in front of Clarence’s is vacant still.
Sunny Sr.is gone. Poor Tommy, his wife, is
sentle. and so pathetic.
Dr. S, (Donald) has Parkinson's disease. They
don’t talk about it but you can surely tell it
Marvin has cancer all over him, Pititul.
Thomas iy in very poor condition, Rose still
hangs on,
Doris is gone. as is Catherme.

My garden is very pretty now, but so full ot weeds,
I've spent today watering it
And they all have Baptist appetites,
Fean't work in it hike Tused o
bedituse of o bad back and toot and 8O veurs!
Giet the feltows tfrom the Fellowship House, alcoholies,

to help me and they are pretty good for the most pait.

Fenjoy it and so do my triends.

Whatt do vou think of ail the Methodist hullabaleo
about deteting “Onwiard Chrstian Soldiers™
trom the hvmnal?
And the Baptists quunreling
about what s and isn’ttrue in the Bible?
Fwoagast bodies spending precious time on sach sty thines
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By the way,
our minister resigned on Sunday .
Formy part. | am delighted.
Wish we could get alittle more mature tellow
than we have had.
And in Chartotte, the minister of the fargest Baptist Church
has ledt the Baptist and going to beeome an Eprscopal priest!

Oh ye . Justin Ry isin London with a liver transplant,
doing very well
Poor Hazel is hiere on needles and pins.
She was over there for three months, Just returned, i fact.

What are you doing during the vacation?

P love tosee yvou, 'm home tor good, | think.
Can’t take all thes running around any more,
Procsarely glad Tdid all my gadding when Pawas yvounger,
i.etme hear from you.

Fondly,

Mis, M,

When 1 Had Done It,

“Bow Back did it.” Fallowed.
as guiltless as my phantom.

I could more reasonably have said.
“Great-great Granddaddy did i
i 1 had kneswn chronological mythologies,
had charted my chromosomes
Fike an astrologer’s ancestral log,

Perhaps i an cartier hite, 1,
acat, back arehed, shricked.
Perhaps | stathed Notre Dame,

“Bow Back did it I repeated.
My parents seetied not to beheve.

“Bow Back did itoreally

Therr smile was not niee,
I hnew that they had not seen him.

-Louie Crew

Lowde Crew ta b La Mo Huay has published over 000 iems, including fus poctes volumes Sunspors tlotus Press, Detiont, 19704
and Middnieht Lessons (Samizdat, 19875 Crew has edied issues of College Enehisi and Mai e
evile in Asia, He taught in Beping and o Clunese Universiy of Hong Konge, He savs that Letter (o Hone Kong from S Sth-

Grade Latin Teacher™ grew out of hix Appalachian childhoad.

From [US-87, Crew hived i
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Preacher
With a
Horse to
Ride

a play by
Jo Carson
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In carly 93 1—during the depths of the Great Depression—Harlan County, Ky.. coal miners organized a number
of mass protests, marches and walkouts. agitating for a living wage. But the wnion they hoped would vepresent them,
the United Mine Workers, had privately joined the coal operators and local officials in thwarting the organizing drive.

Tensions flared. and on May 5, three mine guards and one miner were killed ina gun batile, and the county
hecame known as "Bloody Harlan.” The leadership of the organizing drive was arrested on charges stemming from

the shootings.

The Communist-led National Miners Union stepped into the void. bur hy October their efforts. too, were flounder-
ing. In November. the NMU brought novelist Theodore Dreiser and seven other swriters and activists 1o hold unotficial
hearings in Harlan to revitalize the organizing drive and bring attention to the abuses of minery and the injustices and
poverty in the coalfields. The committee hoped that the hearings would pressure the local power structure and aise
money for striking or blacklisted miners. The strategy jaiied. The miners lost the battle. and the coalfields of Eastern

Kentucky remained non-union.

Preacher With a Horse to Ride is based on these events. After a University of Kentucky archivist sparked my
interest i the story, I read extensively about the piace and time. about the Communist Party, the wiions, the music. the
chirch. 1 read most all of Dreiser’s published work and wlked to people who remembered “the troubles.” There was
so much that wanted telling. 1was warned once that assriter must not confiise the facts with the wruth. Unil T started
trving to write this play about people who lived a clunk of history in the region swhere live and work. the remark

passed by me lightly. 1t does not pass lightly anymore.

These excerpts are adapted from the hearing sequences which are interspersed through the play.

THE PEOPLE
Liook great iberties w presuniing 1 could pia s ords i the
mouths af those pearle whose real nanies [ used mmcluding
Molly dackson and Theodore Dreser. Hoir Besspes ond 21
others who spe.
and real stories.
THEODORE DREISER: The American nevehist who wrote
An American Tragedy, Sister Car:ie, and other now-classic
hooks. By 1932, he was 61 and had already written his best
work. He had become a crusader for the working class at the
expense of his art.
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at the hearnigs are composites of real people

MOLLY JACKSON: A Nanonal Miners Union orgamzer, a
trained nurse. midwite and radical woman. People described
her as having such intensity that she was frightening. She was
S0, Tooked older.

HOTIT BESSMAN: One of the torees behind the Coal Opera-
tor’s Association. which was developed. i part. to fight the
UMWA, They really got scared with the National Miners
Union.

WITNESSES: Cedl Powers, Calloway Hobbs and other
residents of Harlan County.
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THE SETTING
Onstage is a simple set for the hearings held by Dreiser and the
committee: benches are Tike those sometimes found i older,
poorer churches, and there is i rough table.

THE HEARINGS

THEODORE DREISER: My name is Theodore Dreiser and |
am lrere with the Committee for the Defense of Political
Prisoners. We have come to Kentuchy 1o test free speech
and the rights toassembly. rights guaranteed by the
Constitution of this nation. rights which, according to
reports, have been ignored in Harfun County .

AUNTMOLLY JACKSON: Youare here to listen 1o the
stories on the starvin” people and carry
the rest ot the world will know we're dyvin® here.

DREISER: The Governor of Kentucky has promised there will
be no reprisals for any thing that is said at these hearings.

FIRST VOILCE: The governor don’t Tive here .

SECOND VOICE: The governor's got interest in coal...

DREISER: We have adetachment of militia to guirantee our
safety.

FIRST VOICE: Who's gonna” be iere when you're gone?

JACKSON: Maolly Juckson will be!

DREISER: Weask that you be as straightiorward as possible in
rourimswers to our guestions, and i that interest we will

emoout with vou so

ash that you swear on your name that what vou say is the
truth, Who will be Tirst?
(Noboady
JACKSON: Falk. you got to talk. Somebody 's got to get up
here and start!
(Nohady)

Il

A WOMAN: Dwilledl the committee what T know but | will
not tell my nume.

TACKSON: You have tosay vour nane,

WOMAN: My husband stll has ajob and hie'd lose it thes
was to hnow sl el you we have had one dollar i the
Last tour day s to live onemy hushand, myselt. and three
children,

DREIER: How do you distribute that money?

WOMAN: We live on beans and we don’t get no dinner.,

DREISER: What do you call dinner. noon or night?

WOMAND We hine hreaktast and we would have dinner a
noon. | have brcaktast and T puat apa Littke Tunch for i o
ke to work. And he works beed. PH el vou what | had 1o
put m hes bucket this mormim™. There was a hittle cooked
pumphm and fat white bacon. And what we had ton
breadbast was water gravy and black cotlec.

DREISER: What is waier gravy?

WOMAN: Water and grease and adittle tlour.

DREISER: What did vou give the children?

WOMAN: “They don'tget nothin” ditterent and they don't get
ro dinner cither.

Q

ERIC .’ 3

JACKSON: She eats. There are those that don't cat but what
they beg. They beg trony her. Her husband ain’t been
bliacklisted.

CECH. POWERS:He's w scab. He signed a vellow dog contract

1

and stuck by it M name is Ceall Powers.

DREISER: Mr. Cecil Powers. Tlave you ever signed i yetow
dog contract?!

POWERS: I signed several when Fwas workin'”

DREISER: What doces it mean?

POWERS: It means vou won't join no union while veu work
for that company.

DREISER: Someone spoke of o blacklist...

POWERY: T scen "emrun to the books and look when i man
ashed about work, Fhey come back and they say “vou can't
get nowork.”™ “They done it to me.

DREISER: Do you know why?

POWERS: I heard it was because | joined a union.,

HOTT BESSMAN: He joined the National Miners Union,

POWERS: [ jomed the UMWA but they backhed out when we
necded “em. And tie National Miners Union come in and
they put up soup hitchens and they give us tents, | joined
em.

DREISER: Tenis?

POWERS: Taint gota house no more. We was evicted. The
NMU give us atent.

DREISER: You're planning on living the winter in atent?

POWERS: ['rechon. There win't much place to walk to with a
wonun and four children.,

BESSMAN: The house Mr. Powers lived in belongs to the
owner of the mine he was working at when he broke his
contract and joined the union (to Powers) And vou struck.
i remember...

POWERS: We did.

BESSMAN: The owner will give that house to o man who will
work.

POWERS: A scab.

BESSMAN: It s policy determined by the Coal Operators
Association,

POWERS: Mr. Bessmun. did you know your Coal Operators
Assoctation is killin® people.

BESSMAN: A Powers, did vou know vour NMU i i Com-
munist organization and advocates the seizimg of private
property !

POWERS: Asamatier of fact. | do.

BESSMAN: And vou joined them,

POWERS: At fisst, Fdidn't give a damn what it was. | joined it
wor the food. But there comes i time when a man ain’t got
no more he can lose. IEs the e when an animal vou're a-
huntin ' tur around an” fight. Well, a man’ll fight. too.
Pl tight now . And il be the Communists P fightin tor,

BESSMAN: Those are dungerous words,

POMWERS: 1S a dangeroas man said “em.

CALLOWAY HOBBS: My name is Calloway Hobbs and |
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don’tlive in no company house. 1ive in a house
helonged to my daddy before he died. He died ina
mine. That's the way poor men die aroand here, H»
feft me his house. And my wite keeps alittle garden
JLarin’ the summer and puts things by sowe ain't
starvin’,

['m better off than most. T hknow that. But my
house his been searched four times, There's thugs
that come in with guns when vou ain't got one -
they took abi ours atready and
they split open mattresses and chars..

DREISER: What are they looking tor?

HOBBS: Papers, Thev ain’t gol no warrant. there aimn't
no bother with a warrant no more. and they stand the
children up against the wall and try o get "em to tell
on their daddy.

DREISER: What papers?

HOBBS: Toprove 'mwa.,
to prove I'm Communist.

DREISER: Did they find them?

HOBBS. Tain'tin jul. Four times I heen searched. and then
my house was shotup. Siv of “em come drivin® by in

¢ tor aunton. or fiter ture

three cars, one of “en with a machine gun and they shot up
my house,

My wite and chifdren was at her mother’s. they would
fikely died it they'd a been there, And me. first shot come
whizzin® by me and | run out the back and up the il and |
see “emsittin” out workin® that machine gun, and 1 know
who done it Write that down, anvbody that wants (o, My
name is Calloway Hobbs and I hknow who shot up my
house.

JACKSON: I'm gonna sing yoa'uns d song, Tecome to me and

I

Fsung it New York and Chicago when we was trnyvan ™ to
raise some money, and T am honored to sing it here at these
hearin™s held by Mr. Dregser and this committee. (She
sings.)

mosad and orsseary, D oot the mnery raeeed Blies,
Do sad and Uoweary, D eot the noery rageed blies,
Noga penny o ms pochet to by the thane T need 1oane.

Good For One-Way
1TO -
KENTUCKY-TENNESSE LIINE

Overlooking Historic Cumberland Gap

Pineville Transportation Co.

Incorporeal

RESPLENDENT LINCOLNS, FORDS, PACKARDS
Special Service For New York Writers

Trip

A card printed by the coal interests. It was union sup-

porters who got one way tickets.
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[ wohe up this morn” wairh the worst blues 1 ever had in
myv life,

woke up this mornin® with the worsy blues Tever had in
mv life.

Nota bite 1o eat for breaktast. a poor coal miner’ s wife.

iShe speaksy You could hear some o aie worst stories you
ever heard, Faan tell 'em tcause Tseen emand | ived “emoand |
helped bury the children tputied into this world as a granny
womin. Bury “em oat in the back vard. Four on i good week,
seven on i bhad. A grave adav, 1S qust achttle hole though, ics
babies we're a-burvin®, (She sings))

W hen niy hnosband works ona coal nine, he loads a car on
cver' i,

When my lsband works v coal mme. he loads acar on
cvert .

Then he coes to the othe e that evenin” and ety dened of
S

tShe speaksa Tam a Commumist. | belong to the National
Miners Untong Tam a Commumst becavse T love Amerca. but
do not fove the thing the capitalist Toy o< do not fove mones. |
fove my comrades, my brothers and sisters and then ehildren
and capitabists i+ Mithn™ “enin Kentucky . T'd be ashisned o be
acapitahst Old man Ttoit Bessman should be ashamed of the
Coal Operators Association, d be ashamed. T'd be ashamed 1o
be workin™ m coal right now . But it wn’t no shame to be por
and it ain’t no shame to be hungry. (She sings.)

N the wonen nnthe coal camps are saem’ wath howed
dovwn heads,

Vi the women tothe coal carmps are sitnn” wtl hosweed
donvn lreads

Raceed and baretaor, the cldien aone a-crvin’ for bread

(She speahsy Don’t go upder the mountam agan, Don’t
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Courtesy of the United Mine Workers of America.

&

Harlan County, Ky., 1972.

nobody go under the mountain again tll the money stops
jinglin® m the operators” pockets. till there ain’t no faton them
Bihe there ain’t no it onus, till they ain’t got no clothes to keep
warm and noshoes. Do you hive shoes? Don’t go under the
mountain again Gl you geta decent place to hive and fair credin
for what you load. and if that don’t never come, then don’toever
#o undor the mountun agan! (She sings.)

Sonne coal operators will rell you the ey blnes are not
vor hadd.

Some coul operators will well xou the ey blues are not
ver had.

Lhev are the worst blues this poor woman ever had.

CACKSON steps down, DREISER ofters hier ahand, she
Lithes i)

DREISER: Fdidn't get vour name,
JACKSON: fam Molly Jackson. called Aunt Molly Jackson,

It

The xony Kentucky Miner's Wife's Hungry Ragged Blues was
written by Mollv Jackson.

one of the hearmgs owaerial iy adapied from heodore Die-
ner's boos Harlan Miners Speak.

Il

Jo Carvon bevides being the Now and Then poctry ediior iy a
plavwricht, poct and performer from Johon Ciny, Tenn.

hese o appened o a sheelinhy didferent oo Soathern Exposure's

Tl o P Sewedls v

Bloody Harlan
Keeps Fighting

In 1972 Harlan County faced another bitter strike.
It was intended as the spearhead of a new attempt by
United Mine Workers of America to organize Eastern
Kentucky.

There was no easy victory. The pickets at the
Brookside mine met with armed opposition and strike-
breakers. The strike was peppered with several armed
picket-line confrontations and half a dozen shooting
incidents and beatings. The situation came to a head
when a miner, Lawrence Jones, 22, was shot. He died
August 28, 1973. A mine foreman was charged with
the shooting.

On August 29, after 13 months of striking, Eas-
tover Mining, a subsidiary of Duke Power, signed a
contract with the UMWA. The union president at the
time, Arnold Miller, called the accord **a message to
every nonunion coal operator in the land that coal-
mining families have had their fill of death-trap mines,
starvation wages and meager benefits in return for their
labor.”

The documentary film, Harlan County, U.S.A.,
directed by Barbara Kopple, covered the events of the
strike and won the Academy Award for best documer-
tary in 1977,

Shortly after the contract victory, Brookside began
laying off workers. Today, that mine is closed. Arch
of Kentucky is the only union mine in operation in
Harlan County. The coalfields of Eastern Kentucky
remain 1argely non-union.

The Center for Appalachian

Studies and Services
is pleased to announce publication of

In Place

a collection of Appalachian Writers
edited bv Ronald K. Giles

with fiction and poetru by

Pat Arnow. Tamara Baxter. Robert
Bray. Jo Carson, Suzanne Clark,
David K. Fenner. John Hart, Greta
Hebrg. Don Johnson, Michael Joslin,
Thoivas D. Lane, Jeff Daniel Marion.
Nell McGrady. John Morefield. Judy
Odom, Pat E. Salyer. Bonny Stanley
and Fred Waage.

In Place is available for $4.95 through
CASS. Box 19180A, Johnson City, Tenn.
37614-0002. The book may be ordered

using the fornr in the back of the magazine.
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excerpts from a diary

Harriette Simpson Arnow
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Courtesy of Bernice Mitchell and Sundy Bullard

Hurriette Arnow,
viviting the scene of
her first teaching
post. near
Burnside, Ky, This
picture was made
by her friend,
Bernice Mitchell, in
1636, shorthy after
the publication of
Arnow's firs
novel, Mowuntain
Path, which was
based on her
expericnces in this
school,
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Novelist Harriette Arnow and her hushand Harold moved to a farm near

Burnside. Ky, in the fall of 1939, They were newlvweds who di eamed
they could run a subsistence farm and write in their spare time. A
chronicle of the first few chaotic davs. excerpted fron the author’s
diary, appeared in our last issue. The following si.nmer, the County
Board of Education, knowing that Arnow had been a teacher, asked her
to teach in the one-room school on the upper edge of her farm. 1t would
medan 390 for seven months work beginning in July.  She accepted. and
chronicled the experience in her diary. The following is excerpted from

her entries:

June 29

1 am tired tonight with a dull brown
taste in iy mouth. The Teachers’
Conference was like most of the others |
cverattended both in the country and
city o unspeakably dutl. remote as the stars
from the quick hot lives ot the children
we deal with, weighing me down as ever
with the same old thought that the
cducational system exists for itself, or
worse vet, for some intangible something
like @ future half planned in the half-
baked mind of some executives known as
‘educators.” Children of the masses are
dosed with that they will need 1o make
ti,em contented citizens of this future.
Almost nothing was said of children.
however. The time was taken chietls by
i bright young man from the State
Education Department who spent o long
while in telling us how to heep our record
books, but when askhed questions by some
of the puszied teachers got tangled up on
hisanswers and finally had to be straight-
ened out by i begimning teacher tresh
from Normal School whe had just learned
all about record heeping.,

July 9

Tired and through Late with my
working-—the first das of teaching went
oif smoothly enough. The children don't
quite seem to know what to mike of me
as ateacher, and Tam not certain how to
treat them as puptls: smart enough theys
are, but buchward in their learning.
Eighteen came today, scattered through
all the prades from the primer 1o the
seventh. have all classes.

The building is small with walls that

have never known paint and a floor that

has never seen oil, no totlets, arickety
teacher™s desk, a badly tattered Bible,
two maps, 4 globe, a little old homemade
recitation bench, a homenuade water
hench, and two short rows of old seats
and deshs, Tong since unblemished by any

RIC
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varnish they might have had when they
lett the tactory, most without shelves tor
hooks, and initialed. toathed and jiggered
and jagged by jackknives. Inthe center
of the room stands a great rusty double-
beltied stove. while m the front crookedls
clinging to the wall by three tachs is afls -
speched fikeness of George Washington,
Painted under this likeness is a four-foot
strip of blackboard, the paint put on so
fong ago that in most spots it is duli
brown instead of black.

Today, in addition to the children |
had at various times under or about the
house two hogs, three calves, tao mules,
amare. two dogs, and one fat black hen
that had to be showed out at intervals,

The greatest trial of the day was
second grade reading. After siv months
the children had naturaliy forgotten much
of their icading vocabularies—a vers
ditferent one indecd from their ordinary
tathing vocabuliries—und the fesson
presented especial difficulties since it was
atl about a birthday cahe with candles.
Thes couldn™t imagine such a thing as a
birthday cake with candles, nor could
they seem to understand just what a
ciandle was. Such is the blotting effect of
civilzation. Their great-great grandpar-
ents, some doubtless iving in the same
houses they now life in, doubtless knew
nothing but candles. Now they know
nothing but coal-oil Tamps and carbides,

July 12

More and more | gnash my teeth
whatever grinning tiend. from that hell
prepared especially for teachers, who put
it in the minds of some educational board
to adopt the textbooks Tam trving to use.
Just once T wish one of those men
whoever or whatever he is had to try to
teach little seven vear old Mabel—the
whole of my first grade—those lessons in
her reader having to do with the police-
man at the curb, the stop and go signals,

5

the fire alarm, and the traftic. Oh, Mabel
can say p liceman, traftic, curb, fire
alarm, after me as prettily as you please,
but in her eyes there is something
troubled and uncomprehending. Mabel
has never ridden in an automobile or
talked over a telephone or seen a movie
or seen i train or heard a fire alarm or
seen the glimmer of an electric light,
Then Twish that same man could
teach my third grade children, two
unasually brightlittle girls, that particular
Langaage lesson in which the children are
ashed to write sentences about a picture
of a hittle girl feeding a very Tunny big
'ooking sort of pig out of a very little
looking china bowl. They giggle and
wondered why the pig didn’t turn the
bowlover. All the pigs they had ever
seen would do that. We compromised
and wrote sentences aboui our Good
Neighbor's hogs in the schoolyard.
When [ think of these textbooks used by
rural children all over this state, textbooks
so patenthy written - ith never a whoop
tor the needs of or interests of rural
children, [ get a sichness in my stomach,

July 16

Teaching is i sore burden. Once |
am there [ like the work well enough but 1
do hate to be away from home. [ could
can i thousands quarts of stuft, and still
have a great deal fett.

The calves are gone again and we are
atraid they witl be in the corn. Harold got
the tong burned-out strip fixed but there
is another stretch of old rail tence down
that a blind elephar t could get through.

July 23

I don’t guess we will revise our
budget after all. Two fetters came in the
mail. one of them from the county school
superintendent saying he had just been to
Frankfort and that the woman with whom
I have been corresponding about a
certificate saud [ could not get one,
Hence. he felt it his daty to remind me
that I v.ould not get paid either for the
time | had already taught or for any more
L might put in.

The other fetter was from the woman
in Frankfort. | can get a high school
certiticate but not one permitting me to
teach in the elementary grades. The
cducation faws have been changed. 1 will
have to have art, public school music, and
a course i the teaching of hygiene.
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Imagine my having 1o have art and
music. My children did not know
single song learned from a teacher.
They've never had a drawing lesson in
their lives, What 1 find especially galling
is the fact that for the Tast several vears
the school has been taught by an old man
who had not even a high school educa-
tion, but because he made @ first class
certiiicate years ago when they w e still
having teachers” examinations, some kink
in the Taw fets him coslinue teaching even
though he has never heard ot art.

July 24

Iwentto school Tong enough 1o
check the testbooks and dismiss, |
suppose we wilth have to go into Sonerset
and see the superintendent and turn in my
record book and so forth, but that can
wait untib T eatch up onmy gardening,
bLickberry picking and apple canning.

Last night Harold and 1 were aw tully
bluc but tonight we feel much better. We
mightas well do what we planned 1o do
all Tast winter: sell ot abowt half the
cattle carly this fall=-they are o good
price-—we have our major iiems of foodd.
fuel, shetter, and provender tor the
animals in sight for another vear, The
money I iade from teaching was 1o hinve
gone for improvements on the farm and
the payment of half the mortgage. The
mortgige cin waitsind many of the
mprovements. such s fiving the house
and o good deal of fencing, can be done
with what materials we Iiave on hand.

Mosthy 1 am more angry than
grreved. ve boiled oft and o all day
that is when | had the tmie. The sad-eyved
plowman was here working and 1 had 1o
get dinner tor him and Hairold and then do
some work inmy Tate garden that refused
oWt any longer,
July 28

Avday wasteds tred Famy but 1 tecel
peace with the world and icheved ike a
person with acute constipation alier a
cood sesston i totdet. Fwrote e
sensible five pagze fotier o tis Tady who
has been uvestigating iy cases there is
no venon i the feter, nor ans thing tha
i~ the feast untady ke, Wt puzzies e
iswhyvon the world thar wonrm ol me
m the tirst place Leoubd get the certhicae
renevwed, She ought to huy ¢ Rnown
samicthing about the requiremients, \i
least T 2ot some sabistacion nmaldime

my letter to her.
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Harold greatly protested my sending
it. They would. he said, upon the recerpt
ol it, not only refuse 1o give me an
clementary certificate, but take away the
high school one as well.

July 30

After o pleasant blachberry jaunt we
came home fate and tired: a neighbor
brought the mail, and 1 guess 1 will
change all my plans tor a big canning
season. There were two fetters from the
certification woman. In one she said |
had hurt her feelings in my letter: in the
other she told me she was giving me a
teacher’s certificate Tor cither elementary
or high school, sard certificate good for
life.

August (cxact date indecipherable)

Yesterday, another day wasted- -or at
feast such was the prospect when we left
carly in Henry (the Ford) for the county
seat =i teachers” meeting and pay day, |
feft my monthiy report at the superinten-
dent’s office and went to the meeting,
dreary cnough it was: noword of the
mithion and one problems that contront all
of us teaching wlone m ittle schoolhouses
wrestling with these damnable textbooks,
the children, parents - amiiable enough,
but not 1o conscientious about sending
children to school on time - worrying
over aharefooted siv vear olds in snathe -
mfested play grounds, pinning up clothes.,
wdinmg and bandaging cuts, pricking
botls, pining up hair so they won't he
cross exed, trving to teach them to e
tomatoes and cabbage when their healih
books adyise oranges and spiach and
they can't get oranges and spinach -
heepmg them out of the trees. not letting
theny cliase the mules or ride the pigs or
catch them by the tnls Reeping the
hornets out of the house, trehting the e
i o house wathout sereens, tiving

s

desperately and alwass Tabing 1o see the
world throagh ther exes and wondernng
e dumb tuddled way what nn Bl
thinks about when he tells me that Si
Franes Prake went 1o se vand robbed the
Spanish tor cold enough o go around the
world, ol never saw the seas e never
sdw L prece of gold and Spam to hinas o
hblob ona hittle map L eut brom the New
Yeak Timens

But at the teachers mecnny there
was never aowaord of all dus or anythine
porkinmmng to the actual physacal basis ot
the county 's svstem the supenmtendem

f).j

looking into far corners of his mind and
holding quite still a sheal of papers while
three different people—job holders from
the state and in no way connected with
the educational system—-explained and
re-explained the steps we should take if
there were any in our communities
deserving of some one of the various
forms of workmen's compensations
recently put into force by the state.
Dusgusted. | finally lTefl

August 14

The day s seem shortening fast, the
sun shipping southward around the rim of
the hill but still enough daylight 1o do
fittle efter school. T have about 65 quarts
ol apples canned. some berries, and am
only started on my tomato canning, abowt
4 quarts. And I would fike at Teast 50 or
60 or more i 1 cun find the time. Time is
i biageer problem than tomatoes,

Tryving to teach o one-room rural
schoolleven a small one such s this,
demands continuail stretching of time.
I-our o clock comes and 1 have not done
half the things T wanted 1o do. Mavbe we
didn’t get 1o sing-—my voice is of the
poorest and Fhnow fittle of public school
music-~but Fam determined that they
shalt Anow at Teast " America™ and Ny
Old Kentuchy Home™ before Tam
finished with them. Then 1 ike 1o tell my
svoungest-primer, fiestand seeond - a
story during kinguage period every day,
and that tthes more time than the sched-
ule alfows. They are so backward in all
arthmencal combinations. None exeept
the seventh grade knew that they Iined in
Pulaskt County inthe United States of
Americit or how to el ume or read g
calendar or that soman named Frankhin
D)elano Rooses et is president of these
United States
hnow ing the name of their country, s

these children not

presrdent. s flag or amvthing ot s
veoeraphy o s history, scarcely
speakh g or comprehending the Linvoage
As b s spohen by the majoriey of s
CILIZCHS

I fook atthese chithfien many tmes
Jid wonder on thent. ponder over ther
Fatures as men and womien..,
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A Lesson in Commodities

Hothouse Township, N.C.

We gota letter at our school taday.
Well it came 1o MeAllister's Store, where
mostevery l\()(i) gets ther niatl becituse
teehng about the govennent like some
people doa US mailboy don’t stiand oo
much ol a chance to keep astinding. So
nota fot of people keepa mailboy

Mro Kissetberg drives around on his
neuh rowte m s T A odel Ford, he brmgs
the ninl out of Culberson post office
which is about tour miles trom Hothouse.
He eoes wrowad and carries their madl 1o
people who have too hard o a time o
come to the store to petit. And he picks
up thenr corn and takes 1t to the mill on
the runnimg board of his cutomaobile and
brings back the meal the next day o, Tle
Wil carry you some place it vou reatly
have to get there, But most people’s mail
he Teinves at Meadlister's Store and the

Dot Jackson

MroKisselbery could not driv e to our
schoobanyway, His T-Model would not
cross the foatlog. Somezimes when it is
e we nearly cannot gt across itour
owselves,

Soanyway Mies Louelli who is our
teawcher stopped by the store this moming
beciause the school wiks out of matches 1o
heht the stove. And Mr. John give her
s tetter. TEwas to the Principal of
Johnson School. Culberson, NL.C.

Which v something else. Tl now |
don’t kaow it anybody had thought who
was the principal. is Miss Loucella? She
teaches Tourth grade through the crghth,
Atter that you have to go o Muarphy, Or
v 1t Miss Ruth Carroll? She teaches tirst
through third. oo the other stde of e
praartition.

But il we have to hanve a principal 1o
open up this fetter here oday, Miss Ruth
- out. She tost holt of o Laurel imb

schw ards
almost to the ereck. bangnig up her bones

other dayyand she scoot

along the way . Some of the big hoss
mide a packsaddle to tote her back down
across the corn ficld and got Uncle
Tommy o hiteh up his mules and carry
her home. She is ali bunged up, herarm
v anashimg. Asved sheis notcome back.
[Tove Miss Ruth. Vreel bad tor ali of
this.

So Miss Louelhi takes the chige and
opens up the envelope. s from the
United States 2overment. She road- it o
LiN.

“Dear Primcpal: 7 it savs. "Due to
the poverty and poor autrinon of your
students we sl be wending Commaditios
to your school Tunchiroom, “The first
shipment has been made and will arrive
within a few day s Tastructions tor piepa-
ratton will be included.™

Fcant remember i s the letier

old man John MeAlister hands it out. climbing up the schoolhouse path the sivs somietl - about ignorance™ of 1 it
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is Miss Veuella says it about the ietter.
But any way. at first we doe not know
what to think.

And then there i+ this other TVA
Kid. his name is Kyle and he is hike me.
he has spent most of his first nine years
living in the tats, where our daddies haa
@ work until the TVAL Kyle starts to
giggle, Tsay it first. "Commode-ities!™
Isay, Butlamgi “"ng so much
nobody but Kyle u erstands me. 1 think
Miss Louellia mayvbe catches on. She
fooks Hike she is trving not to faugh when
she shakes the hickory at Ky fe and me.

We have been around, Kyvle and me.
We have Tived in houses where there is
Juice-ligh s and water pipes and vou can
hear Th Lone Ranger and the Grand OF
Opry on the radio. How can these other
hids hnow how funny 1t is, us getting
these Commodities, when they have
never m their whole entire hives seen a
Commode?

Butin the Lunch Room? It sounds
sort of nasty, to ne.

The Tunch Room part itsclf i sort
of strange. We have Miss Louelhit's
room and Miss Ruth s, cut off from it
We have a wood stove wnd oo woodpile
around it in cach roops, Ve have hooks
along the wall to hang our coats and a
boGeshelf, and a shelf for the v ater
bucket. und a shelt for our diener puils.
We have five rows of double desks in
our roont. Thore is a big girl sits in the
desk with me waich Twill not go into her
name becaase 1 say anvthing about her
i this world sbe will beat me up. She
say s so. but the Lunch Room part.
nobody hnows.

Anyway we are too esciled about a
m hage of something coming to us from
the U.S. Goverment, and we can't heep
our min-s good on our fractions and our
accimal points. So Miss Louctha tihes
up a book, we like called Stories From
The Oneras, and reads to us about @ man
named Lo-Hen-Grin who marnes o g
named Elsa with lowing golden hair. Tt
was o hid mustahe. When Elsa tries i
get Lo-Hen-Grin to tell her who his
manutand daddy are. ana why they
didn’t come to the wedding, i gets mad
and hops on his swan and paddies away
farever.,

And then we guit for diner. Nearly
everybody brings thetr diner. A couple
of the big hds walk back dowa the
mountain to MeAlhster's Store and get
Nehi Chocolate drinks i banara thips
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sometimes. But everybody else goes to
the spring at the edge of the woods, and
we get curinitk jars that were warm from
the cow when we started out this
morning, and they are freezing now from
being in the spring. We sit on the bank of
iie branch und eat our slub meat biscuits
and boiled eggs and baked sweet
potatoes, split down the middle with
chunhs of fresh butter stuch dewn inside.
and our apples and fried pies. and wonder
among aurselves wbout The
Commuodities.

December 8, /941

Japan dropped a bomb on our bo* ~
vesterday. Aunt Roste heard 1t on her
battery radio and told everybody that
come ong the road. 1t was so much
excitemaent over it that we had most
forgot about The Commodities. We had a
praser meeting out in the vard this
morning not too different than we pearly
alwavs do before we take up school. h
will be sometimes that we will sing
“Amazing Grace.” and 1 Shall Not Be
Moved.” and somebody will sav
Scripture, and somebody will start the
shouting, and it will be a while betfore
things quicten dows eaough that we can
g0 mside.

But it i+ quizter ivday s some of our
boys are nearly big enouygh ro have to go
o war. My brother is 18, We pray.,

And we have just got inside and m
our seitts when we see ot dhe window an
old man and a mule come up the pati,
There are two boxes, stung across the
mute. Miss Louellaand the big boyvs go
out and help the old man get them down.
“ULS. Department of Agriculture, " the
hoses say on them.

The Commodities.

We all gather around while Niss
Louelh pries ene open:

A vase of evaporated milk,

She opens the other:

A case of unsweetened grapetrun
Ui,

There is o packer inside, with
pictures of children with their chests
poked out and leg-bones bowed from
richets. There are pictiures of wothless
stringy -headed children with pellagra,
There wre instructions:

“Each child i vour funch progran is
to consume one serving of cach
Commodity cach des " the Tetter savs.

“Well T Miss Louelba savs, She s

no more sure about this then the rest of
us.

But she borrows a Barlow ¢ - 1 one
of the big boyvs and stabs the to,. f the
cars. She gives a can of milk to Jack
Cole and a can of grapefruit juice ©
Raadall Carter. and she tukes up the
dipper from theywater pail. and they start
the round

Down the rows they go. Jachs fills
the dipper with that canned milk, and the
victim has to drink. Randall filis the
dipper with that sour grapefruit juice, and
the victim has to drink that. too.

The expressions and the noises muke
us hope they will run cut before -wur turn,
But they don't.. Puneq - Crunch go the
cans. Kids are running for the dooneay,
with clubher running down their chins,

Lot our first lesson in life as the
Mountain Poor.

CDA
vecember, 1971

A nutrition expert from Michigan is
fecturing o cotlege stasfents about the
problems of her work i the North
Carolin t Hills. You cannot :imagine the
things I have seen.” say s the oracle. ™l
have seen vhildeen in Mad™ o County
who hes e never tasted orange juice.”

And I tinnk but don't soy, Lady., |
iave seen children from Michigim whe
have never piched a bluchberry, never
used i rock to knoek i perf et o ple from
atree. never waded inan e, creeh to fill
the upturned bosom of a shirs with fox
grapes orsprung sweet chinguapins from
the burrs.

I God. 1 say L had meant for orange

Juive to be as ivtipensable as blood,

these ridges would have been covered
with orange tress, Orwe woald all be
moving to Florida. Instead of the other
sy around.

Dot dackson. our correspondent from Sny
AL S.C s areporter for the
Greenville News-Piedmont. She sava
that “Lessoscin Comnnodities” 18 ased
on “an Ccdent that happened while iy
daddy vas workine Jor the TV A
rsecond thowehin ax D have abour TV A
new af gor s breefiv owt of the flars The
deconnt ivas docnrale as cinldhood

TR

memories al ¢o back 47 vears are a o
he
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Hignlander:
No Ordinary School,

o
1932-1962
by John M. Glen
University Press of Kentuckhy
Lexinaton, 1988
S30.00 (hardeovern)

Capy L. Oshorne

Witlra denocratie soar, we are i a
posttion teficht anstinnge that vets i the
way whether it be totalitarian comnni-
AL ot lase sl IIII’/IH/'I’/\' ([uIIIIII<II('</
capitalivm.
//I;’.’.'./(III(/(‘I /'ll//\ Ne /Ilh'/,
Statenient of Purpose

et 1 wead dieamen

by Horton

Tuae - change. inthe Sorth 4 may
be ihn,e aeauriate 1o say tmes are
changed. b, somebody, over the objec-
tions of somebody else.

Like the South in general, Appalachia
hits seen its soare of soctat change. The
fast S0 v ears have been witness to
tnmistahable progress towaad equalin
and mercased democrae s m the commu-
nity and workplace, although not without
much controversy and resistinee,

John Glen has written i hook about
these changes and about the contrit utions
iade by wegroup of people. i place and an
idea snownas Highlander, Winner of the
Appalachian Award, the book exanines
the founding of Highlander Folk Schoor
near Chattanoogie i 1932 the carly.,
fledgling work of statt with untons and
farm cooperatives, s itluential role in
the civit rights movement and the
untelenting hounding by segregationisis,
opponents of organized Libor and others
who teared Highlander was a connmunist
training ~chool. An epilogue outhine
cvents atter the state osed Hhighlander in
P90, s the sehool reopened in Knowwile
the tollowing vewr and thes moved 1o
autstde New Merker Tonng, where o
renmains 1t ooperinaon today.

Glen describes the people of High-
Lander as aosmatl s ssortmen? of ideshists,
mosthy outstders nmy high's educated.,
who came to the southe o Aroalachnan

mountains to help common people fight
for cconomie and political power over
their own destinies. Highlander was
established inan cra when such idealists
often used religious Linguage of the social
gospel and political Fanguage of socialism
to desceribe the better world for which they
worked. They shared John Dewey 's opti-
mism tor the capacity of education to
transform soviety and make it better,

My les Horton, i native of west Tea-
nessee, is the central personality of High-
Finder. Inhis youth, he did communit
service on behalt of the Presby teriun
Church i rural areas of Appalachian
Tennessee. He returned there to start
Highlander after seninary training at
Union Seminary, study in sociology at the
University of Chicago and travel abroad
to see the folk sehools of Denmiark and
their curricutum for teaching participatory
shills of democracy. While staft turnover
at Highlinder was always common,
Horton stayed on for the duration and.
though retired for some timie, lives there
sll.

Tiie original home of Highlinder was
m Grundy County, on land donated by a
wealthy be sfactor. The school itselt
never consisted of more than a few

buildings, residences and a library. After
the suate confiscated Highlander's
property. all physical assets were sold at
auction for less than $50,000.

As a place of cutture, however, High-
fander was rich, Unlike most other
¢ftorts by outsiders to help people of the
region, Highlander promoted respect for
Appalachian music, erafts and folkways.
Oral history, singing and storvielting
were common features of its educational
programs, Integrated meetings brought
sotthern white and blick culture together,
promoting respect and pride for both,

The ithustrious friends of the school
added to the rich culture. Eleanor
Rooseveltand Pete Sceger, for example,
closely identitied themselves with High-
Lander. Dr. Martin Ludher King, Andrew
Young and other bluck feaders of the civil
rights movement attended workshops it
Highlander and supported its mission,

The tdea of Highlander can be
sumie ad up in three parts. Fist, tor
America to hive up to its democratie
ideiads, the working class, rural mountaim
people and people of color must have
aceess to economic and political power,
Sceondly, poputar education is i potent
force for making American democracy

My les Horton looks on as Sheriff Elston Clay padlocks main building of the
Highlunder Polk School in Grundy County, Tena., 1959,

g

Courtesy of Higalunder Center
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work, as tlustrated by Highlander's
citizenship schools in the 1950s which
resulted in farge numbers of black people
registering to vote. Thirdly, America can
be a better place, can be mude to bea
better place. by the people themselves, In
tact. it must be by the people themscelves.,
Paternalistic liberal solutions to local
problems imposed by supposed experts
tront Washington (or wherever) are to be
resisted as just as destructive to democ-
racy as paternalistic conservative solu-
tions. In this respeet, Highlander can be
seen as standing for a selt-help approach
through education decades before it
became fashionable to discuss such things
during the Reagan presidency.

Running through all three aspects of
the idea of Highlander is a certan socio-
logical view of society which emphasizes
social class as a fundamental explanatory
device. Change is possible only when the
status quo is destablil - -d through a crisis
situation. The crisis need have nothing to
do with violence., Rather, it is a state of
heightened awareness of a social injustice
coupled with an expectation that change
is possible, oceurring at a time when
democratic values are brought into sharp
focus. as during a strike or boycott, At
feast inits carly days. therefore. High-
fander saw crisis as an essential prerequi-
site to social change occurring along class
boundaries. And those whose privileged
status is threatened by change van be
expected toresist it so that class contlict
is inevitable,

There have been other books about
Highlander. Glen's will be remembered
as i coherent account of the school s first
A v ears composed out of what must have
been a hay stack s worth of notes, clip-
pings and other archival bits and preces.
Altogether, he cntes over 2,000 sources m
his notes. cludmyg mterview s and
variety of publishied materials.

The book also permits a better under-
standing ot Highlander™s controversiil
reputation.

Although Glen ands no support tor
any official communist conacction, there
was enough utopian and ~ocialist rhetorie
by statt and supporters carly on to alainm
many reasonable people as to what the
school was reaily up to. Of course.
socialism ain't communism, but in the
South this distinction otten cludes people.

Gilen is clear, however, in attributing most
of the hysteria over Highlander to raciai
bigotry, vested interests among union
leadership and similar sentiments,

Neot everyone will like the book.,
Both devotees and opponents of High-
lander can complain that their perspec-
tives are inadequately developed, and
with some justification. The problem
may be that Glen's historical approach,
grounded in the empiricism of social
science, does not fend itself to communi-
cating passion,

More importantly. Glen misses a
good chance to assess the utihity of High-
lander’s sociological view and methods,
Crities might ask what is the fesson of
Highlander for a class analysis approach
to society s problems. The boo’, is
suggestive that the approach is too
simplistic, Without further exploration,
however, this issue remains obscure.

Then, too, by focusing on the
school’s operation only through the carly
1960, the book understates Highlander’s
more recent and successful work in
combating toxic wistes, in conducting
studies of Tand ownership and in helping
to organize cottage industries and educa-
tional cooperatives in Appalachia. Just
this past December, Highlander spon-
sored the composing of i book on popular
education fewruring Horton and the
renowned Brazilian educator, Paulo
Yreire, In contrast to the impression
ziven by the book's epifogue. Highlander
and Myles Horton are vers much alive
and well. thank vou.

And controversial. A recent feature
article in the Knosville News-Sentinel
commemorating Highlander's contribu-
tions to the civil rights movement drew a
foud and angry response from some
readers. The fumous picture from the
F9S08 of M2y Horton and Do Nartin
Futher King at o communist iy
school™ reappeared ma racst iract widely
distributed i TUSO as an ettort to
diseredit ofticiat recogmtion of King's
birthdas . Deapite the fuct that Hhighlander
was hominated tor die Nobel Peace Prize
the vear fech Wadesa wony and than
My des Horton served as consultant to the
State of Tennessee  establishing s
hiteracy tramning program. such contro-
versy and opposition continue.

Thus, John Gien may not have

written the definitive work on High-
lander. but he has provided a well-
rescarched. valuabie addition to the
literature on the school’s historic place in
Southern activism. In a time when such
best sellers as Robert Bellah's Habirs of
the Heart and Alan Bloom's The Closing
of the American Mind Tament the passing
from our culture of idealism and commit-
ment to community, Glen’s book de-
serves careful reading, For there is a
place on a hillside in Appalachia where
idealisn and commuunity have never
passed away. Itis a place called High-
tander. And it is no ordinary school.

e

Larry Oshorne is chairman of the
psychology department at Carson-
Newman College in Jefferson City, Tenn.,
which is located in the same county ds
Hichlander. He writes on Appalechian
issnes related ta teaching, rural adult
education and childhood development.

Highlander Center Today

Highlander Center still believes in
education. “If we don’t educate the
community, things will never change
in Washington,” says Mark Harris,
Highlander’s current administrator,

Environmental health and eco-
nomics are the major issues that the
Highlander-irained grassroots leaders
want to confront in their communities
in the 80s.

Highlander also sponsors cultural
and political programs such as a recent
trip to Nicaragua and a workshop of
music. dancing and stories in Eastern
Kentucky.

For more information about this
non-profit organization, write High-
lander Education and Research Center,
Route 3. Box 370, New Market. Tenn.
37820, or call 615-933-3443.

Are You Opinionated?

Now and Then needs you as a
review et of Appalaciian books . petiod
cals, frhns and records. Scud mforawation
dahont yorrself and sonr area of mierest
CPoctey fiction, lustory, photography .,
crafis, tine art. theater. activisin, cdncd:
ton. cluldren's iterature . cte 1 to the
cditor,
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Crum
by Lee Maynard

Washington Square Press
New York
$6.95 (paperback)

Denise Giardina

Just when you thought it was safe to
be from the mountains, when reruns of
the Beverly Hillbilliex are hidden away
on Sunday afternoons and cultural diver-
sity iy Fashionable =g comes a book
like Crrom. Not sinee the movie Deliver-
wice have I encountered a more vicious
portras-si of Appalachian mountain
people.

Crianis the work ot Lee Maynard,
whospent his adolescent years in the
real-life Crum. W, Va., where his father
was a high school football coach. Crum
in both fact and fiction is located on the
Tug Fork River, which borders Kentuchy.
The nameless narrator describes the
setting on the very first page.

“When Dwas groswing up there, the
popudation of Criom, W.\a. was 219
human beings. vwo sub-huntans. a few
platoons of assorted dogs, at least one cat
that I paid attention 1o, a retarded nde
anda veryvivid image of Craxi Corri-
ean. Al first there were no whores, but
later on I got towatch one in the making.

Crume - unincorporated’ the roud
stgnsaid at the edge of town. 1t showld
have said “unnecessary.” The place iy
located deep in the bowels of the Appala-
cliians, on the bank of the Tug River, the
wrinary tract of the mowntains. Across
the flowing urine ix Kentuchy.

“Life i Crimi was one gav, mad
whirl of abject ignorance, emotions
spilling over emotions. sex spilling over
love, and sometimes blood spitling over
evervoin”

This ¢ yening is a good ingication of
things to come. The novel is littered with
references to human excretion and
descriptions of sex devoid of Tove and
heavy on smarm.  “Across the river was
Kentueky, a mysterious land of pig
fuchers.,”™ we are informed. and the word
“Kentucky 7 is ever after accompanied by
this dubious description. If the reader is
supposed to be shocked, boredon is the
actual response.

RIC
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The characters in Craom are as dis-
gusting as the language. There is
Preacher Piney. who molests women as
he baptizes them. Benny Musser. who
regularly exposes himself and mastur-
hates in school. Ralph Parsons, “big.
mean and not too smart.”™  Luke, the
restaurant owner, who picks his nose aad
wipes his fingers on the apron with which
he holds hot dog buns,

Then there are the women. Women
and girls are first deseribed by what their
bodies look like and how well they
copulate. According to the narrator,
“Half the girls in school who rode the bus
home fucked some guy in the back seat
on the way.”  Ruby Harmon is most
notable for removing her bra and rubbing
against the narrator in class, Elvira
Prince is described as having “a better all
round body™ than Ruby. Elvira's
mother strips in front of the narrator, then
urinaies. Yvonne, the only “good girl”
at the book's beginning, |, rostitutes
herself in order to leave Crum.

Even the high school English teacher
merits the following introduction: "Miss
Thatcher was short, plump. plain. cleun
and smelled good. She also had the most
delicious tits we had ever seen.. there was
no way you could completely hide a pair
like hers...they led the way down the
hallway whenever she left the classroom,
and they were the first things to enter the
room when she returned.”™  As a woman
and a writer. 'm not sure whether to be
more oirended by the sexism of this
novel or the sopliomoric style,

[was ashed to supply an advertising
blurb after reading Criom in galley form,
Frefused. as did at least one other Appa-
lachian writer I've spoken with, Still,
seven laudatory quotations adorn the
cover of this book. Noted writers such as
William McPherson. Bret Lott, and John
Calvin Batchelor have lent their names in
praise of Criem. But none of the seven iy
aworran? Norare any Appaliachian
writers quoted.
= And what these males from oetside
the region have to say is telling. “The
story ot 4 hillbilly childhood spent in
such deprivation that only the make-
belicve of a child’s eye mukes it believ-
a“ie" one says. “Too authentic to
doubt.”" adds another. Sure. What is
most oftensive about this book is that the
coal mining region it pretends to depict in

3.

truth has its share of problems. Bui the
troubles of the region are here sensational-
ized and the inhabitants dehumanized.
Crum reads as though it were wiitten in
an adolescent snit over past slights, a
belated attempt at revenge against a place
where the author passed a few unhappy
growing-up years.

There is nothing wrong with the book
that & gond case of writer’s block

wouldn’t have cured.

Denise Giardina wroie ebout early strife
intite ('H(l[/'l.(‘/(/.\' i her latest novel,
Storming Heuvven.

Brier, His Book

and
His First, Best

Country
by Jim Wayne Miller

Gnomon Press
P.O. Box 475
Frankfort, Ky. 40602-0475

Brier 1988 S 8.50 (paper)
$16.00 (cloth)
Country 1987 S 7.50 (paper)

Pat Verhulst

Jim Wayne Miller's literary alter
cgo. the Brier. has never been a favorite
with this reviewer: be seemed to depend
too much ¢ n bourbon, fishing stories and
swipping jokes with the other good old
boys. He spelled feller and holler with an
r.to show tat he was reall 7 counry, and
he tlaunted the hard-drinking macho
stereotype that has made the real-life
maaitestations of the type so difficult for
the women of these mountains to survive,

Besides, every reader knows that
Brier is really the voice of Dr. Miller. a
man with an advanced degree in a forcign
language and a job at a University. so the
country witticisms sometimes seen g
little bittorced. In Brier, His Book,
Miller’s protagonist still displays some of
these less-than-convincing characteristics,
particularly in a poem called * On Tram-
mel Creeh.™ Brier shares some bourbon
and i lot of feller feeling with a stranger,
in a dry county. on the church steps.
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Drinking mahes him o hittle bit sentimen-
tal, 1 wuess, because the Brier muses

how understandingys between
counlrymen

could be soronger than the laws

of any sate: how easily the laws

were hroken, dry nwies undertoor.

Anyone can sympathize with
teacher or businessniin who foves to
imagine himselt escaping from the office
or the ivory tower to play outlaw with the
real people out in the unspoiled rural

countryside. But something in this reader

wants Lo tug on the sfeeve of Brier's
down home denim jacket and whisper,
“Listen, Buddy, this guy Anosws vou are
some kind of a schoolteacher: o ase
pretending to be someone you a - not.”

This is not to say that o poet must
write only from his own autobiography.
or stick to his own station in life. Cor-
tainly the imagination permits cach of us
to enjoy many identities. and the use of q
mashk has been well developed and
defended by many fine pocts. Yeas, John
Berryman, and William Carlos Williams
among them. But there alwiays seems to
be a hidden note of condescension, and
perhaps of apology, when the poet makes
a big point of beng just as common and
carthy as those picturesgue characters he
chaims to dentity with.

But these two recent pubhications of
Miller's have foreed me to take o longer
and slower look at his work, and with
very few fapses, the poet seems to finve
achieved an mereasing depth and credi
briits . In Cistern.”™ part of a longer
pocnt called “Country People,” he
produces an unsentimental vernacular
sty le without any tricks of spelling or
diction:

e fast omes et me unco cred
diid clove io dry

lookine wp at a damury sk

Doy somicthin e

Send ran,

COVEr e e

or get oul of iy el

Don't st stand there

Arching traxivm i exe

Rhsthmue amd spare. disthusioned
and comic, piassages Bhe these convey
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Miller’s Tove for the kind and his sorrow
in the face of abandoned farmyards and
cmpty farmhouses. A sinilar style, a
mizvture of ructul wit and serious protest,
enfivens “Small Farms Disappearing in
Tennessee.” one of the best poems in this
collection.

A vmher of small Tennessee farms
were truced

tord land-developer's safe-deposit
I)H\

I mid-x o0 ik after a bunk
H,'fl('f(l’

cntered the vault o iy estieate
FOONCEN

cronving and comos bas Lo side the

’)H\.

The story is no joke at all. but the
lightness of the style miahes it easier to
read: this is the task Miller sets for
himselt i “The Brier Plans a Mountaim
Vision Center.”

Hed recommeoend exchiangme rose-
caolored glasses for

pocmys that made gentle contact with
the nand s eve.,

hhe asoft lens, lining wp then with
new  noss with

Pren, new s with news that stavs new s,

ke pront and

rear enn si2hy.

The combmation of understaterment
and imiphed threar m this passage s o
teutarty etfectve. And the desive 1o
awahen and magnity awareness in the
minds o the readers, but also m the inmd
of the wrrter. i i recurring theme, In =
Turmpe " and i several other poems, the
speanet “Comes suddendy awake™ at
srght, his mind teenung with thoughis,
vistons, o smiphy s happmess. Attempt-
g o record tis eaperence, and help his
readers share it s one mark ot wrealis
vialuable poct.

“Brier Commye of Age™ displays this
theme of awakenmyg at s best and much
mote, Bitterly tunny cnd direct, tins
pocms demonstrates Miller's abiliny to
cdge his sty le toward the comie. awan
from the porgnant or mane. A completely
satisfving poem, 1t s aomateh for the most
overtly political prece i the collection,
“The Country of Conscience.”™ Dedicated

to Czeslaw Milosz, it treats the theme of
the poet in exile, and Keeps returning to i
coneept that prevails in the best of
Miller's writings:

There are two listories.

One smells like apples in the cellar,

like cedar shavings.,

The other rechy of Ideology

that hangy in the bram like turpen-
tne

e thinner.

There are twvo of every country.
there are two hizstories.
There are wo of every man.

There are two or more of every man,
andevers womian. too: and it seems to me
that Miller is at his best when he writes
with the full ambiguity of his situation in
mind. as an educated and well-trineled
man who appreciates the traditions ol his
mative region. and who wants to awiken
his readers so that they can join him in
try ing to preserve them.

That sense of ambivilence wnd
ambiguity enriches Miller's story . /71y
Frese. Best Cownry. "The narrator is i
teacher. ascholar, and a writer. who falls
in fove with a foul-mouthed, valnerable
wonin who foves country music. 1 he
maocks the simple-minded Ivries of o
Conway Twitty song. she reminds Tim
that “Conway knows some things vou
don't!™ Romais astercotvpe, maway:
J hard-bitten female redneck. a Honkye
Tonk Angel who has been rode hard and
put up wet™ and has “the saddest eves™
the narrator has ever seen. He refers to
heras madeep well of o woman™ and a
“thyrod of iowoman,” and he seems to see
her more as ameans than as an end in
herse it
than an mde eduad woman.

But the rewder Tikes Roma, and the
narraier lets her humble him agam sind
agann. renunding him that hite is more
8 Ump]iL';lIL‘d than the wdeas he has Jeamed
from books, and that the country and
gospel songs ie has awass scormed niay

More asweet cury road hone

contam some ot the secrets he has been
scarching tor.

The story faded w send this reviewer
out o buy the compicte works of Conwin
Twitty. but it did make me respect i
Wavne Midier™swrinmg a lot more than
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betore, It's been wlong time < nee any
writer could write astory abour aman
fidling slow Iy in fove with i woman v e
any conviction at adl. and this old-
fishioned Jove story is a pleasure for that
reason. Exen better is the tension Miller
creates between his narrator's view of ife
and Romids,

Nhe stussed i s contradie tions.
She poined ot hros i sone thine
hedswriten he'd praised the rooted
rival lite, ver he'd fitted wronnd. in
wnpversitios, - farope . and Anew i
people more ax an idea than as
individialy.

With Romaas us turor. the narrator
hegins to change - he remembers his tove
for the mountains rested Lrgely o his
fove for water, “and realized his old fove
wans ety wtwan fove - of women and
water. For they merged in hismind.”™ A
wonun reading may winee at the abstrac.
ton and generalization this sttement
mv obvess but Mitler Tunches off trom
this intoarhapsodic hymin to women,
water.and Tove, that s quite Tovely and
thoroughly convincing.

Meditatmg about fove Teads him o
retiect on the changes within himselt. and
these wre vonveved in o beautifully subtle
patssage that tHustrates the charme of this
story

Hercuicmbered readine sennew here
abont low the waler of a lake sepa
rated ot into lavers of varving
temperatures durine the sunnner
Phen a the fall when the top layver
cooled, the lake trned sner the 1op
faver sank o the bottom the hogrom
laver rose to the top. He was a lake
VI he frad becn most
Al thar wan

e oner
recentivwas sk

subdied v fum, s paxt pethis plac e,

was e to the sieface

Roma has helped him come home,
and he ends the story with i rousmy
sospel conclusion. 10N atine story. and it
marks i new strength m Miler'™s writing.
W can all Took Torward to more.

Il

Pat Verhudse teachoy Favelivh and wiitinee
at Mars Hili Colleee

Q
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Old South, New
South:
Revolutions in the

Southern Economy

Since the Civil War
by Gavin Wright
Buasic Books. Inc.. New York,
JOK8
$9.95 (Paperback reissue

of 1986 hardcover)

Larry D. Gossett

Ganvin Wrght achieses something
with this hook that has Tong been needed.
He has built a bridge between the
disciplines of economics and histors
through the mediuny of comparative
ceonomic history,

Wright Issues strong warnings to
ceonomists that the apphcation of modern
dsstmptions and chuaracteristios 1o the past
nuy resudt m gross errors. Fle then warns
historians that ignoring sometimes
compley cconomic theories nay crealte
misfeading historical conclusions. Wright
then mtegrates cconomice theory with the
history of the South and present i tresh
mterpretation of s cconomic
deselopment.

He also accomphshes a remarkable
feat i giving us o volume that s easy o
nd understand while at the ~ame
his, tables and

'ea?
tine imcorporating the ¢
ﬁg_’lllk‘\.

He presents detfed evidence that the
ceonomy of the OXd South was separate
and distinet trom the nattonal and world
ceonenies, il ot the traditionally -
argued issues - the mpact of shivery,
chiancipation, sluggish post-war
ceonomie development i the South.
continued Tow imcome fevels tor Southern
workers and even the more recent boam
times in the Southern sunbelt
eapliamed. accordimg o Wright, by
inderstanding the South's distinet tabor
markhetand regronal cconoms. But s
fegaey did notend wih the Crivil W,
Shivery had produced @ souree of

<ian be

Laborers, ve. skinveso without allowmy ton

acompetitive kibor market as existed
chewhere. When emanaipation
destroyed the slave wealth of the
Southern Labor fords. it created anew
Class of kindlords imphaithy mteresied in
niaintaming the cheapest hired tabor, The
pressure trom wathin the South to heep
wages few restricted fabor's mobility 1o
move elsew here ethough the Great
Migration of 1915 weakens this argument
somew haty, reduced meentives tor othey
ribor to move South, discouraged capital
mvestment and imdustinhizanion. and
matintanied a fabor market that did not
interact nationadly smee 1owas stagnant
and L n-competitive. The wdea that the
problem organated within the Soath
behies CoVan Woodward's coneept ot g
Southern “colonal cconomy ™ dommatad
and held back by outside mteresis,

The Great Depression sersed as an
cquatizer for the tegion’s distinctiveness,
howeser, and Wright sees the South
finally rejoming the Union not i 1863
butin the T930s The New Dea the
demands for goods and services
tollow g the two world wars and the
burgeommg civil rights movement e the
South all contributed 1o the destruction o
the region’s destinctive and retarded Tabor
ceonomy and created the “revolution™
that Ted to the New South,

Worrght's daabs sy appear at tust
whanee to be hmuted and even
Hi

imstghis are provocatinve, powertul and

monocausal, but s far trom this
far reachimg Boeononue historians of the

Souwth cannotignore the argements he
presents in this welf wotten analyeal

I

i Josselt s e iate st o
Loy 1) ( i theate st !

wolk.

Lonaveana Sterte U nversiy Baton Roues,
La where he s a candidarte 1o a Ph D
r Neericaa sty s dissarianion
topee iy e History of the Tonnesse

SNttte Privony Svavieni NS0 [Usn
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Feud: Hatfields,
McCoys and Social
"Change in
Appalachia, 1860-

1900
by Altina L. Waller

University
of North Carolina Press
Chapel Hill and London, 1988
$32.50 (cloth) $12.50 (paperback)

Richard Blaustein

Altina L. Waller's highly detailed.
rigorous re-examit on of the infamous
Hatfizld-McCoy teu points out the
difficulty of separating history and
fegend. As Waller observes in her
introduction, the popular stercoty pes
surrounding this notorious event have
largely overshadowed its actual history:

We all know of the Hatfields and
McCovs, for we have encountered
thenin comic strips, popular song.
movies, and television. Indeed, they
have become such an entrenched part
of mythology and folklore that many
Americany are surprised to discover
that the feud actually happened and
that the feudists were real people.
lronically. the extraor ' ry
endurance of the folkloy o 'egend tha
has grovorup around the Hatfields
and McCaovs has obscured
consideration of the fewd as o serious
historical eveni.

Waller's objective in this study s to
demonstrate that earlier interpretations of
the Hatfield-McCoy feud were based on
erroneous premises.  She attempts to
prove that the feud was neither a
manifestation of familial violence
supposedly ingrained in southern
mountain culture nor an extension of
guerilla wartare which continued in
various sections of the Border South after
Appomattox. She views it as a focalized
expression of contlict between an older
selt-sutficient hunting and farming

lifestyle and a new mercantile and
industrial order which was penetrating the
Appalachian hinterlands following the
Civil War.

Waller marshalls an impressive array
of documentation to show that the
antagonists in the feud were not clearly
opposed along family lines (there were
Hatfields who supported McCoys, and
vice-versa) nor were they unequivocally
divided by loyalties to the Union and
Confederacy. although she does not
completely dismiss that possibility.
Instead she suggests that the mountain
feuds of the post-Civil War period were
primarily caused by overpopulation and
overcrowding. There was diminished
opportunity for lund ownership because
of the tradition of dividing land equally
among heirs, The contlict was also
accentuated by the rise of the southern
lumber industry and the general
movenent of Appalachia into a global
market economy.

Essentially. then, Waller sees feuding
as @ violent expression of the frustrations
of Appalachian people experiencing
declining social and economic autonomy.
From this perspective, Devil Anse
Hatfield and his followers are portrayed
as defenders of local autonomy in
opposition to the McCoys and their
triends who supported the entry of
powertul outside interests into the
Appalachian region:

Tothis new elite, Devil Anse
represented parochialism, stubborn
independence, backwardness, and
wltimately resistance to progress.
Their participation in the attuck on
him was more a rejection of
mountain cultire than a personal
vendetta. Tronicailv, Devil Anse had
come to stand for the ignoran
obsvructionist mstead of the
ambitious entreprenewr he really
was. His defeat was necessary less
Sfor ecconomic gain than for the
inevitable march into Appaluchia of
what they had come to think of ay
cvilization.

The sensationalistic journalism
which exploited the Hatfield-McCoy feud
helped to establish the comic-savage
hillbilly images that still shape our

4“:

pereeptions of Appalachian people a
hundred years fater. As Waller asserts,
the feuds served to accentuate the
supposed inferiority of Appalachian
culture and the consequent need for
cultural uplift programs by outside agents
of civilization, including teachers,
ministers, nurses and industrialists:

The mowntaineer's way of life—heir
Hexibility and relaxed schednles,
thetr lack of ambition, and their
excessive independence—way seenay
an ohstacle to cultnral
enlighternment as well as economic
progress. Appalachians, like the
Indians before them, would have to
alter their entire way of life and
culture to fitin, or they wonld have
to be removed. The feud was a
‘('nm'('nivnl way of emphasizing the
point that mountaineers were
savages in need of modernization,
both economic and cultural.

Thus the stage was set for the
establishment of mission schools, rural
clinies und folklife revival efforts as well
as refatively recent developments
including the War On Poverty and the
Appalachian Regional Commission.
These movements followed the continued
foss of social and economic autonomy hy
Appalachians and their increasing
dependence on the vagaries of national
and international markets.,

Culturally speaking. one of the
enduring consequences of the post-Civil
War feuds has been the perpetuation of an
dambiguous sense of idenrtity which
modern Appalachians are stll trying to
sortout.  Indeed, the development of
Appalachian Studies ax o ficld of study
can itself be seen as an atte 1pt 1o come 10
ternis with the compley sense of pride
and shame which colors the self-
perceptions of southern mountain people.

Though difficult reading in places. this
work deserves the serious attention of
anyone concerned with the Appalachian
region and iw people.

Il

Richard Blaustein divects the Center for
Appalachian Studies and Services at
L1SU.
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These Are Our Voices
The Story of Oak Ridge
1942-1970
Edited by James Overholt
Children’s Museum of Oak Ridge,
Oak Ridge. Tenn., 1987
$19. 95 (hardcover)

Charles Moore

Voices is accollection of 66 essitys by
44 writers about the history of Oak Ridge.
Each was directy affected by the Oak
Ridge project. Many lived there during
the war years. Here is arefreshing,
original look at people and change as
described by the participants.

As an outsider, T always thought
Oak Ridge had been here as long as any
other castern town. [ was surprised to
fearn that Ouk Ridge was a planned city
bt in less than o year, in 1942 (like
Los Alamos, N.M.and Hanford, Wash))
During World War 11, the uranium for the
first atomue bomb was manufuctured here
is part of the top seeret program cailed
the Manhattan Project.

We know now just how close the
Germans were to perfecting the bomb
and the cracial part played by Oak Ridge
in building the ultimate weapon,  The
book deseribes how people were recruited
to this instant cits from across the nation
and hived in somew hat chaotic conditions:
the housing was fess than wonderful,
strects were muddy, there were no phones
in the houses and new spapers were
censored.

Those authors who came from
outside the region write that the East
Tennesseans were friendly. hard working
and generally made the newcomers feel at
home under very rigorous conditions. At
the siome time the writers report some
resentment of the intruston, the
displacements. the secrets ana the
arrogance sometime displayed by the
scientific group.

Some of the authors weie those
whose homes and farms were
appropriated to make way tor Ouak Ridge.
The uprooting teft o bad taste, but as
Overhott remarks, the time of war caused
i fot of uprooting. Somwe East
Tennesseins most have felt picked on.

Q

John Rice Irwin, who founded the
Muscum of Appalachia in Norris,  had
already been moved once to make way
for Fontana Lake "l remember {upon
receiving notice to move again] the
anguish of my father and mother,”  Jane
Alderfer remembered the difficulties that
came with eviction from the family farm,
"..because of war shortages., few vehicles
were aviilable to move houschold
possessions, farm implements, harvested
crops, and farm stock.™

Perhaps the benefits, of building a
weiapon that saved American lives and
creating a city that was to become very
presperous, surpassed the cost. Vorees
gives you the chance to make your own
decision,

Jim Wayne Miller, in his essay uses
i key word, provisonal,” to deseribe the
phenomonon of Qak Ridge.  Except that
this provisional town became permanent,

in the post-war years Oak Ridge
became a modern,
progressive city. OQuk
Ridge hud the first
integrated schools in
Tennessee, (in 1955-
56). The Arts Council
got its start without
government funding.
Atone time the
population topped
75.000.

In 1964, Margaret
Mead made a
momentous bip to Oak
Ridge. Mead
vonsidered the high
schoolers coneeited.

Y-12 plant, 19

inconsiderate and !

“blase about our city s
role in the history of
mankind.” She
berated the children as “voung
aristocrats.” One of the essavists, Bonnie
Lee Dingus. ponders in her essay i
Mucad had been correct. But Dingus
notes i parados. The “hillbilly™ image
became applied to the “tormer™ vutsiders
by their assocktion with Tennessee.

“The heritage of East Tennessee no
fonger escapes me. or ety famihy . she
discovered. Yet, Oak Ridge was a world
unto tselt. It had its own newspaper.
churches, telephone exchange, schools
and ctiches. The people from the

45, This was wh
first atomic bomb was refined.

surrounding countryside where not
always included.

The contributors are a diverse group
including poet Marilou Awiakta, Georgia
potter Charles Counts, housewife Ruby
Daniel, ETSU graduate Thomas
Thompson, one of the engineers who was
in charge of the Manhattan project,
General K.D. Nichols, and scientist
Alvin Weinberg,

Vaoices is organized into two time
frumes, "Wartime ™ and *Post-War.”
Writers contributed verse, essays and
even a short play. From government
secrecy to building the churches, irom
maovies 1o the telephone system. from the
frontier experience to the politics of
science, authors tathed about every
aspect of their lives at Oak Ridge.

Varces is easy to read and contains
many very well-chosen photographs. |
would have liked to read more about the
scientists and what they thought about the

/ «

ere the uranium for the

results of theirwork, not just about the
immediate fives lost or saved but abowt
the diawning of the Nuclear Age.

Overholt admits the book was not
itended to be comprehensive, And the
oceasional gaps do not detract from the
excettence of the writing.

i

Charlex Moore waorks for the Center for

Appalachian Studies and Services and for

the Quillen-Dishimer College of Medicine
Labrary at ETSU

Courtesy of the Children’s Museum of Oak Ridge.
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The More Things Change

Larry Bledsoe

The more things change. the nore they just stay the same, is an old
saving vou have heard. probably many times. Larry Bledsoe wrote this
song in the early 19705, During that time he was getting adjusted to
being out of the Navy, playing music with his brother Tommy and
writing sones. Talking with him today he says he was a little more
cvnical then; He savs, “age can rub off some of those rough edges.”

Tommy Bledsoe and Rich Kirby recorded “The More Things
Change™ on their record albuwm Twins, (Swallow Tail Records). I've
heard other performers singing it including Knoxville musician Sonny
Houston. 1t's a song with a good melody and definitely something to
think about.

Larry Bledsoe works for the Kingsport, Tenn.. fire department.

—Fd Snodderly

Willium Barnhill Collection.

Modecdte,
-7
Zm . B7 Am B
p, 1 i 1 X 1
G C. s
\ 1,’:‘}7\& Wor = KQ&\?S C\CH"IMC] cld—er Axd 4 \(ee?s +KC\\'W-\ 1Y)
LAAN 87 1 — A\'Y;
S @ & T 1
\AE ‘.(QQD St &\(C\/‘ brdey ‘Fa( 4\\8 ArSWEY 5. LOVd' WEUQ be P S YC‘A H\/j
L 187 E'\ ‘37 1
| 1 [V 1 — 1
S e — - .
‘Por SO IONﬁ._ Are wWe Yea iy ANy (_\gsg-/ rI0s "‘HAO.N we
An o 3
= — —+ = —1"
f *‘ - a »
were whit, we it Caae Ard da e e things chonge A
i 1 .
— = E=!
more 4hey gust  Say the same.

The More Things Change They were bhinded by the tight

Now they pust stared out so helplessiy
And g seems Bike aerying shame
That the more things change

The more they just stay the same,

The world keeps getting older

And time keeps ticking on

We heep searching for the answers
Lord, weve been searching for so long.,
Are we rally any closer now

Than we w re when we first came

And do the more things change

The more they just stay the same.

The empire had a ruler

And Nero wais his naine

But he just sat there and fiddled
While the world was all a-tlame

Oh Lord. [ thought my heart would break

Eli sent the prophets
To lead the chibdren through the night
But when the darkness hited.

When he played that sad reitain
The more things change
The more they just stay the siame.

Q@ 107 Now and Then
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The rich tolks got the moncey

They can abso have the blame

We could feed the world, but we'd rather
Hinve our rockets and jet phanes

Now are we pust i world of fools

Being led by the insane

And do the more things change

The more they just stas the same.

I

Recarded by Fanr Bledsoe and Rick K
ont the albion Twing, C&P. 1986,
Sveallow Recards, P o) Bov 1),

Ville Platte La. 703860,

Courtess of the Southern Appalachian Photagraphic Arcluves.

Mars Hill Coldleve
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Malcolm Glas iy a widely publinhiced poct
atted v oo cditar of the ness Tirerarn
Journal, Lone 3. He direcs the sy
prociam of the Center fon the Creative
Avivar i Peay State Unver s,
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Trees

We move among ir trees long dead and bleached
starher than the pranite they cling to, high

on the ridge scarcely betow timberline,

The trees stand. feaning toward the rise and piteh
ol sunhight, as they had when their taanches spun
vibrant needles. devouring light, They rise

indo the wind. a graveyard of bones. upright

on fand they have alway s heid, skelerons

along the trail we tollow i this dream

of frees pretending not to be what they seeimn.

Py Malcolm Glass
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Bertha Jones first heats, then strains the milk, one of the first steps in the long and laborious process that results in o variety of
dairy products. Blending the old ways with the new, she now uses her refrigerator for the next phase--cooling the milk, In her
vouth, she remembers, the milk was cooled tin a little tog spring house built over the spring.” Although she has a microwave,
she says she isn’t a big fan, 1 don’t use it a lot, Just to bake potatoes and reheat coffee and sausages. ™ '
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